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PALLAVA ARCHITECTURE. 


I.—HISTiUtV. 

rPHF, origiD of the I'allava dynasty anti that of their name hag been a subject for con* 
trove my for some years, an< I the attempts matin to t hrow light on it have not marie 
the mystery less Impenetrable. That the Pallavas became a great power in Southern 
India in the sixth and seventh centuries, and that they contributed a great deal to the 
growth find, of Buddhism and then of Hinduism., and to South Indian architecture, 
sculpture and painting, are well known, Bui we have vet to find out who they were 
and whence they came, 

During the last few years, a considerable amount of material relating to the above 
subject lias been collected and published in the various epigraphical journals and official 
reports but being scattered through a number of different publications the information 
recorded is not readily accessible to the educated public. The late Ifai Bahadur 
V, Venkayya of the Arulundlogical Purvey of India, and 51r. <1. Jouvean-Dubreuil, 
I'rofesaor of the Pondicherry College, ha^e done more than any other scholars to work 
out a plausible history of this elusive dynasty, and the brief historical account given here 
is taken mainly from Mr. Venkayya’s article an The PaUarm, appearing in the Ann uni 
Report of the Arch^olaincal Surrey of Indio for W06-07. and from Mr, JouvcauDubreuiPa 
two recently published little books —The PoUaras and Polio tn Antiijuitus. Mr. Jmiveuu- 
Dubrouif has been, perhaps, rather more successful than previous scholars in collecting 
material for this interesting subject, because he is the first opigruphist in India to realize 
the importance of studying the architecture of a monument as well as its inscriptions. 
His original researches in this direction arc most valuable and throw quite a new light on 
the manner in which inscriptions should he st udied in future. 

The old theory that the word Poltava is apparently the Sanskrit form of the tribal 
name Puhlovu ovPahnaro of the Puranaa. a Parthian tribe whose territory lay somewhere 
between the Indus and Persia, is no longer accepted by present day scholars, and it seems 
more likely that the Pal lavas were a tribe, clan or caste, which was formed in the northern 
part of the Madras Presidency, possibly in the V>'ngl country, between the Krishna and 
Godavari rivers. Mr. Venkayya informs us that they were Kshatrivas originally, 
but gradually became degraded by their omission of the sacred rites and transgressing 
the authority of the BrShmnnns, Thu urimission that they did not conform to Rrahniani- 
cul practices seems to indicate that they were either foreigners, or else became Buddhists 
or Jttinrf. If t he tribe was formed in the Yengi country as suggested bv the late l>r. 
Vincent Smith in Ids Early HUtoetj of India, page 4£3. the formation must have taken 
place in very early times because this part of the Tclugu country was included in the 
dominions of the Andhrus, so if the clan was actually formed there, the process must have 
co mme nced long before the Andhra dynasty came to an end about 23(5 A. 1). In fact, i he 
Pal lavas must have acquired a distinct political status even while the Andhrus were in 
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power. This they appear to have done not by conquest Imt by contracting marriages 
with Andhra princesses and thus inherited u portion of the southern pari, of tire Andhra 
country. 

IVe know that in the second ecu tun', the Andhra king Pulumavi IT embellished the 
famous white marble stiipa at AinaravatT on the southern bank of the Krishna river, 
and that the Pallavss were the political successors of the A nr I liras in that district 
shortly after this event, W hat posit ion these early Ihilluvas occupied under the And liras 
and in wkut particular circu m s t a nc es they rose into supreme power are questions which 
cannot he answered at present, but there is every reason to believe that future historians 
will eventually he able to give a fairly complete narrative of the doings of the PaHava 
rulers and lay open the secret of their origin, 

Referring to two Palin vu copperplate grants in the Eptgm-pbM Itutica, Fo/mare X V, 
page -40, Mr. Krishna Sn^t: tells us that:— *' Three, and sometimes even four, distinct 
periods of PaUftvn history are recognized, the curliest covering roughly two centuries, 
viz,, the 3rd and the 4th and the next roughly the oth and part of the mh century A, D, 
The third or rather the third and fourth periods together, extended from the latter 
part of t hr lit h down to almost the end of the UtJj century A. U. when the kingdom proper 
of the Pul lavas. n:„ the Tomla-mnndalom was conquered by Tire Ohohm of Tnnjote. 
The continuity of the I ne during these several periods has not been -lenrlv fl$nh|iahed. 
The rulers of the lust dynasty of Pnlkvas down from the time of Ssmhavishim were 
distinguished bp the fir-1 l-millers of lirhk monnmente in Southern India, the bitter 
opponents of the progress of the Western Chnlukyus of BSdimi in the south, and the 
efitnl ilkfrere of Pallava ,n, er in the heart of the Chula country. These facts h&vz been 
practically settled and bn', (in derived from their own copper-pl utes, the copper- 
plate records of tire comemporancoiut Western CMlukyas and the Palin™ stone inscrip¬ 
tions found pretty largely La Southern India." Thu earliest copper plate records of the 
FttJluvii kings are nil ir. the Prakrit languageand have Ijeeu assigned to a period not much 
Inter tlimi those of the Amllims of the 2nd mid 3rd centuries of the Christian era. These 
»Te:—(U The Miiyidim-In plates of Siva-Skaiulnvannuu, (2) The Birebadagalli pin tea 
of the mime king, and (3) the British Museum plates of ChnrudEvi. The earliest record of 
thes-e curly Pullavn* is that of Siva-Sbandnvarumn, issued while the latter ivus vet a 
crown-prince, and is dated from his capital at Ranchi, now the modern town of Conjee- 
veram in tire Chingnlput district, and is addressed to his Viceroy at Dlmunakuda 
(Amamvatr) in lire Andhra country. The next is H record of the wine king after hie 
accession to tire throne and is also dated from Conjeevwarn. Ti refers to tire grant of a 
village in Sstabani-Eattha, n territorial division located in die Bellaiy district. Tito 
mention of this territory in this recurd of about the 3rd century and of Satavnghani- 
hara in nti Andhra refnrd of tire 2nd century A. l b, recently discovered in t ire Bellary 
dLstrid. not only indicates the possible identification nf the two territorial divisions, 
but infers the political succession of the Andhra# by the Palin vae of Kincht The British 
Museum plates belong tu the same early period and is a record of queen ChSmdevr, the 
wife of the crown-prince Vi java-Buddlmvaman and mother of Buddhyanluus. It 
comes from the fbmtur district and is tinted in the reign of Vijaya-SkmidaVaraan, who 
wan evidently the grand-father of prince Buddhyankura and the ruling sovereign at the 
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tkut- of the gmnt. The reeor i does net inform ue of the relationship between Yijay* 
SkiiMiI^vuriJssuiiiiicl ini.Lv^iriiiftii* Th-esS'thrfiftaiMjicwt 1 raknt irniiil* ^Ilm^ 

there was tk time when the court language in Southern India wm 1 lakrlt, tiL-o that tin 
Pallavna were the politic id successor* i*£the Aodlinuawl hint their - upital at f onj-. ^ 

anil that their kingdom at that period roughly included the Tomk-munt a am am tie 
Andhra country right Up to the river Krishna, including the Bettoxy district m t « we 

The later Bulk vs records are written in Sanskrit ami some of them give a genealogy 
of the earlier generations of the PidJava family, hut they lire tncfetU nn » ,tntUr l!l l= an 
difficult to understand. One great difficulty about fixing the dates of there record* ■*, 
that so many Pallava princes had not only the same name hut also the same epithets, 
wljJeli makes it almost in^N^sibk to know exactly which prince t* fo rte* f m 
inscriptions, The age when the kings who issued the Sanskrit eh attars flourishes is no 
known. But approximately, they may i>c assigned to H-'iuii the ath tenturi an 
continued down to almost the beginning of the “tli century A. i». 

Pal lava hktorv up to this period has to he reconstructed solely from copper-plate 
recur* b as no stone monuments of the period have been discovered. Anterior to the 
7 th centerv A. i>. Indian builders and sculptors appear to have been engaged exclusively 
in erectile' monuments for the Buddhists and Jains. If any J lindii temp es were erec e 
before rids period they must have been built of wood or some other perishable umteml, 
because no trace of such buildings has hitherto been discovered. 

With the beginning of the seventh century we enter n period of Pallava Instory for 
which the records arc more numerous and the chronology is no. altogether ft held of 
Conjecture and doubt. The earliest stone monuments of Southern India belong to this 
period. In fact, the history of Hindu Architecture in Southern U. * £* 

tobCgm with the reign of the Pallava Ling Mahcndravarimm I (Alt' to MO>A, D ). 
MaMndra was 1 he son of a PuBava king named Simlmvishnu who reigned » the latter 
part: of the sixth century. We know very little about Simhaviabim and the relations]op 
which the Pallava king* of thk series 1 -ore to the earlier dynasty » nowhere exp lamed, 
though four of the latter are mentioned among the ancestor* of the former m a vu 
copper plate charter of the eighth century. The following is the pedigree of Urn Line of 
Pallava kings., as given by the late .Mr. \enkayya. 

Peihurex or the thsuiAVisnxv Family. 

(Ancestor unknown. J 

---*-1 


1. Sinihrtviuhutt. 

*2. SI a li >I ndnivan nan I. 

3. Narasimhaenrnctan I. 

(Mnmidk.) 

L 

4. Slali^udruvarinju 1J- 

. 

B. ParMiieBvaravannfUi X. 
G. Kjirii^fiiktvuniittii 11. 

(lUjoaimba.) 

7. F nram" *vamvann«] Ii< 


Bhiinavuruinii. 
Bnddkiivnruian. 
A«li! yjvftTniaii- 

GovindaTOmau. 

I 

HiraayuvanaatL 


8, KimtlivQTniao. 


I 


* 
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The earliest king of this series is Sim ha vis him who claims to have vanquished the 
Malaya, Kalttbhrfl, Halava, Clio hi and J'Andys kings, “ the Sim ha I a {drip proud of the 
strength of his arms ,f and the Keraias. From this ir would appear i hat the Chula country 
did no! 1 teloiig to the PaUavaa lie Fore I lie reign of Simhavisbnti and that, it was ha who 
conquered it. It must have been a difficult task since tdl llie southern kings appear to 
have opposed him. His son and successor was Mahendrnvarmun L 

The Falla vub now engage in ti deadly struggle against the Chatukyas of Bad ami in 
the Bombay Presidency. The causes which brought about this long war are not stated, 
but the hostility between the two tribes became so interna?, that each looked upon the 
other as its natural enemy. The history of this period consists mu inlv of the events of 
this war with the Ch&lukyaa, which lasted for nearly a century and was the ultimate 
cause of the decline and fall of both the Pnllava* and Western f’biilukyu/t about the 
middle of the eighth century. The Chain ky an king Pulikesin If of Badami. who was 
Muhcndrn'a contemporary*, ascended the tliroue in HOP A, D. and soon overcame the 
great Hargavanlhana, of Kanauj. He then turned his arms .igukmf the south. 
PishUpura. the modern Fithapnram in the Hoduvari district, was the first to fall. 
Then Pulik-lsin drove tin 1 Fallavns out of theh northern province, ad vanned far into I he 
Pallava country and even threatened their capital. It is stated, with regard to this 
event, that " Pulikesin subsequently caused the splendour of tEio lord of the Falla vas, 
who hud opposed the rise of Ids power, to he obscured by the dust of his nriuv and to 
vanish behind the walls of KanobipuraTU/' 

This invasion of the Pajlavn kingdom is indirectly admitted by MuhemIravarniaii 1, 
who claims to have defeated the Chnlukyas id PulinJiira near Kiinchipunim, when the 
enemy were tinven back and the capital saved. However, after this event the Chal ukyas 
permanently occupied the northern province of the Pnlluvn dominions, and Vishnuvar* 
dhnna, the younger brother of Fulflceain II, who was probably sent out as governor of t he 
newly acquired province, eventually established himself at Vengi and started the Eastern 
Chrilnkva dynasty sometime before 032 A. D. 

The Tclugu attributes appearing n some of the Falla va inscriptions found in cave- 
temples excavated during the reign of ihihendravarman 1. seem to iudicatf* that 
Miihc-ndm ruled his empire from the Telugu country, at least at the beginning of his 
reign He could not have done so for long because we know that by the middle of the 
seventh century, this country was in the bands of the Chalukvas. If is, therefore, 
likely that Pulflresjn II conquered it about lilQ A. D„ that is, at the very beginning of 
ilabendru*s reign. It is probable that thin defeat and low of lib dominions in tin* north 
led Blahtindm to extend his territory in the south. At any rate. m< l'allava monument 
has Iwu found anterior to the seventh century A. D. in the Tamil country. 

Like the great Asoka. Mu hendra had occasion to din age his rel igion. He was ut 
first a .Inina, but wils afterwards converted to tin: cult of the linga by the saint called 
Appor < r Tiretiivttkkaraiyhr, who was firet persecuted anti then patronised by 
Mnhendiavarmarj I (Kpiipapliia Indie#, Volume HI, jmgr 27$) The two great Saiva 
devotees Apparand TininanasiUnlmndar were eontetnpornrie of the two Falbiva kings 
Muii-7-iitJni and his son Xurasmiluivariuan I. Having once adopted Parvism. Mahcndxa 
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lost mi time in giving a new impulse to that religion in the Tamil country by excavating 
a number of imperishable rock-cut Siva temples in the Knnchiptmutt district. Other 
inscriptions show that lie was a poet ami a musician, u soldier ami a good udinkiifftrattir, 
and lie also const rue ted several useful irrigation tanks in his kingdom. Maltendruvarman I 
maybe regarded as one-if (he greatest figures in the history of Tamil civilisation and, 
the founder of Hindu architecture in Southern India. 

It would appear that Mukcndru. got his taste for rock-cut temples from tin- Buddhists 
who lived in the Telugu country at the beginning of Ids reign, when he biluself appears to 
Lave lived tor a while in that part' of his dominion*. The Turk cut temple* at Hejjwnrln, 
Mogulrajapunmi, and ITiduvaEi, all belongto this ame period and are similar in style 
to some of the rock-cut temples in the Tamil country, which we know for certain were 
excavated by Mtikcudra s orders, The Besn adit temples possess no ancient inscriptions, 
but. their architectural style proclaims them to be Fallava monuments of the seventh 
century, and it is just possible that they may have been started by Alahendra himself 
before he Was forced to retire to the south, ns mentioned above. 

Mr. Jouveau-Dubrvuil is of opinion tlmt the Bei.wuda and LTidnvalli t"tuples were 
excavated by the Vishimkundius {Tl< PaUartis, page* 33, 35] t who seem to have ruled 
On the banks of t he Krishna anil Godavari towards I he end of tlm sixth century, ami at 
a time when the Palls vas reigned over the adjacent disrri' L- of Xellore ami Guntur, 
Thus they were neighbours, uml i« is possible that the PalkVas may have learned the 
art of excavating temples out of the rock from the Vishnukundins, but there is no proof 
at present that this was the case, and until we know more about tin* Vishnu IniiidinB 
and their monuments, wo may assume, on purely nriobiteetuiaaJ grounds, that the Bczwnda 
cave-temples arc Pullava rtmmiments of ihe curly part of the sevtmth century. 

Mulicnd ra varum n I was succeeded by his son N&rasimha varum u I in the second 
quarter of the seventh century. Naruannbsvarman I was s nr named MaiualU or 
Mnliaiimlhi and he founded the seat-oast town c..f MomnUiipurum, nmv the modem village 
of Mahubolipnrani in the (Jhingleput district, and popularly known as the .Seven 
Pagodas, lb 1 retrieved the fortune* of the family by repeatedly defeating the ('kolas, 
Kerala*. Kalnbhms and Faudyas. Ec made war on the L'hnbikyits and actually 
captured Vhtapi (Badauu), their capital. This claim of his is established by nu inscrip¬ 
tion found at Bndiimi in the Bombay Presidency in which he bears the title Mahamafta 
{Indian Antiquary, Volum: IX. page 160). The capture of RadSmi by the Palliivas 
has been assigned to the year 043 A. I). Tie Pa llavas probably held the territorv during 
the time of Nawmnifcsvarman T, lit.' sou Mullen dm vatmau ]J, and during the early 
part of the reign of the latter's soil and successor, I'uramesvaravurtnao I. The last 
named king is said to have defeated the Chalukyun king Vikramaditya 1. $\t Pcruvnlanul’ 
lur and pat his army to flight. Hu the other band, Vibramadrtvft I claims to have 
‘ received by surrender the town of Ranchi pu ram after defeating the lord of the Pallnvas 
who bad been the cause of the humiliation and destruction of lbs family.’ Apparently 
as a result of this victory the Kurnool district, which originally bclongvd to tin* PaUuvaa, 
passed into the hands of the Chfdukyas. Two copper plate regards of Vikramtiditya and 
two of his son Vnwyaiiitya have been discovered iu this district. Puramcsvaravarmau'a 
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son hui I snDCi’Hftor whs jjfariiaimhiivur man IT. BnroaiOed fM-jnsimh.'i, i.n., Tjou of 
Kin tu ' iMjasimlui to an ardent devotee of Stvn and armiu to have spent most of 
his time in building Siva temple and bestowing gift* on the Brahma in Previous 
to Rajitaimkii's reigD, all Pidlava monuments were monolithic rock-cut memorials hut 
those erected by Rajasimha were structural buildings built of stone win! brick. He 
thus introducer3 a new style of Pallava arcldtcefcore which may be called the style of 
Itajamndm, ns to distinguish it from the earlier rock-cut styles of Maliendta and 
Mamalla. 

lUjoslmha built the central shrine of the KwJasanfitba fample at Conjeevemm, 
and his son Mahendmvarman ITT seems to have completed the work. Param«"svara* 
varumu 11, another son of lUjftStmiui, constructed the Vaikimtha Porumil temple at 
CcmjeeveninJ. The death of the latter is mentioned in mi inscription engraved on the 
wail of the verandah running round the central shrine of this building (South Imlkiu 
InttrriplwHt, Vdttm> 11, page 344). The events which took place after his death are 
depicted in bas-relief panels on the walk of the same verandah. A dispute about the 
Succession to the throne after his death seems to have occurred and Nandivarimin, 
a cousin of Paramesvaravarman IT, was chosen by the subjects ns their king. Tt is 
clear tlmt at this period internal di‘ j senpions hud set in in the Palinva family. The 
Chalukyas of UAdami were not slow to take ndvftiitagg of this unsettled state of the 
Pallava country and Yikramadityn IT. gmiidson of Yinaynditya, having * resolved to 
uproot completely his natural enemy, the Pallava, who had rel.hcd of their splendour 
the previous kings bom from his race, reached with great speed Ton da-m nodal am, 
attacked at the head of buttle and put to flight tile Pallava called Nandipotavatman 
(Nnwlivurmnu), who had come to meet him.’ The city’ of Kanchlpniam was captured 
by the. enemy. 

The lute Hr. Vcnkayva commenting on this defeat of the Pftltavas says: 'The 
procedure adopted by VikrainSditya after the capture of the Pallava capital shows 
that the frequent wars waged in India by an dent kings against one another did not much 
affect either the country or the peaceful inhabitants. In fact, the atrocities nf later 
Indian warfare were unknown hi early times. It is said of \ iknunSditya that though 
he t ook Kancbtpnrem, he did not destroy ir, and that. * having made the twice-born, the 
distressed mid t he helpless rejoice by continual gifts, he acquired great merit by granting 
heaps of gold to the Knilasanatha and other temples in the city.' 

This rru.-iiing defeat of the Pall a van by the Cbalukyas seems to have dealt the death 
blow to the sovereignty of the former. Thus the history of the Palhvas emphasises the 
oft-repRated b-sson of history that. w hen internal di-jseusiuus set in, the decline n ml dis¬ 
appearance of a dynasty are only » matter of time. Strangely enough, their rivals, 
the Western OhShityoB nbo ceased to be the ruling power in the west a turnt the same 
time as Pallava ascendancy come to an end in the south. 

Nam 1 i vunuiin is said to have reigned f< >r nbm.it fi fty years, among ids Liter successors 
being Apacajim, who vanquished the Pandya king. Yaragntiu II. at the battle of Sn 
Pununbiyu, but was himself overcome by t he ChoU king Aditya I, about the end of the 
ninth century. From that time Pallava supremacy tin ally passe' away and was 
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transferred to the (. hulas, who brought ail the southern kingdoms tender their control 
during the tenth and eleventh centuries* 

At this period, i*a![jiva architecture ceases to exist its a separate stele uinl merges 
into that of the Chains, 

n.— religion. 

The numerous important Buddhist remains at Amaravoti, Oimtupnlli. AnakapaUi, 
HiunatTrtham and other places in the northern part of the Madras Presidency, ami the 
JmtM menu men fs in the ^miLlifiru districts! show that these two ('feeds flourished 
side by side in the seventh century A* D. and were in fad., the prevailing religions of the 
country at that period. Although it is probable that some of the Follava kings wore 
either Mnas or Buddhists, such names as Siva-Skwulavaiman and Skandevurman 
borne by some of the earlier kings, appear to show that some of them were Sui viis at a 
very early date. The fart that they had the bull for their crest and the dub 
{khatmngtt) for their banner corroborates this. On the ot her hand some of the kings 
who issued the Sanskrit charters were probably adherents of the VaLshnava faith as 
indicated by such names ns Simlmvijdiuu, Vishiiiigbpa, etc. The fact that some of the 
Pal lava Siva temples contain imngeu of Vishnu along with the lingas shows that both 
deities were worshipped with equal veneration and that the i'ulluvus must Luvp h L *f-u 
wonderfully free fnuu religious bigotry. 

.After Btahendravarnian I Ixxoma converted to Saivism by the saint Appar as relat¬ 
ed above, he excavated a numlici of mve-temples and dedicated all of them, except, one, 
to Siva. The one exception is the temple at Muhendravadi which was dedicated to 
Vbhnu. Although apparently at first a Jama, it is stated that after lit? became convert¬ 
ed to the cult of [he linga, Mabendia demolished the .lama monastery at Putaliputtiraw, 
a seat, of Juiiia learning in the South A mot district, and built a Siva temple on the spot, 
Aa a Jaina he is also said to have persecuted t lie Salvos and the saint Appar in particular. 
However, be this m it may, he evidently did not persecute the Yakima vas nor the 
Buddhists : for the Chinese pilgrim Riuen Tsiung who visited Kanehipnram about the 
end of Mali end ra’is reign, says with regard to the religious condition of the Pallava 
country—-There arc some hundreds of Buddhist, monasteries und ten thousand priests. 
They all study the teaching of the St havinv School belonging to the Great Vehicle, There 
are some eighty Devu temples anti many Inavrics called Xirgraiithas/’ Even at the 
present dav. t here arc sufficient Buddhist ant 1411 tries surviving at Conjeeveram to testify 
to the truth of FLlnen Tsinng’s statement. 

Mahentlru’s son and successor, Naraduihavoruiuti I, «umamed Mimutla was just 
as zealous a devotee of Siva an his father had been before him. This is exemplified by 
the wonderful group of temples at the Seven Pagodas, most of which an? dedicated lo 
Siva and were excavated during Mamalla’s reign, 

Narasimlinvamiau H, sumamed Bajaaimha, wa* equally devout and built *1 num¬ 
ber of structural temples in honour of Siva at Muhahulipurum, Canjeeveram ailtl 
Panainnlfd in the South Atcot district. In fact Bujaaiinha appears to have devoted Jtifj 
whole life to temple building and bestowing gift 1 - upon the Bralmianx 
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Tilt* result. of Buddhism flourishing alongside t*f I Iris revival of Aaiviaiii, wits tlmt 
carlv Hindu architecture became strongly influenced by tie older art of the Buddhists, 

m, AECHIIECTUB A L CHAR AC TER. 

The architectural character of early Pnllava monuments is simple and severe but 
indicative of great strength and durability. Being excavated in the natural roc If, the. 
temples of the earlier period have but one external facade which is in the fate of the 
rock, and therefore, the architecture is mainly internal. In most styles of architecture, 
we can generally distinguish three distinct periods, an early period, an intermediate 
period and a late period Sinus t he style of one period naturally merges into that of 
the next, the line of demarcation is not always well defined in the intermediate period, 
but the difference between the early and late period* is always apparent, Tin* classifica¬ 
tion of Ptdlnva monuments is a comparatively simple matter, as the diileroutiuiiun is 
unusually well marked in each period. In the first plane, all the earlier Pallava monu¬ 
ments are rock-cut cave-temples with only one external facade cut in Hie face of the rock. 

Secondly, monuments of the intermediate period, although all are monolithic, comprise 
free-standing rock-cut temples commonly known as rathas as well as rave-temples. The 
latter possess certain features which are not found in the cave-temples of t he earlier 
period. Thirdly, monuments belonging to the bite period are structural buildings built 
of stone and brick. 

All of the earlier Pallava rave-temples were excavated during thp reign of Uahendm- 
varman I, in the early part of the seventh century and may, therefore, lx* said to belong 
to the .Ylahendrw period. Those belonging ro the intermediate period, were mostly c ut 
out of the rock in the reign of SlamnUa during the latter half of the seventh century and, 
therefore, belong to the Mamalfa period. The struct urn 1 mimiiments of the later period , j 

were started by Rajaaimhn at t he beginning of the eighth century and thus belong to the 
style of Kajaamifin. There is also a drill later style than that of Rajasimlia, dating 
from about 800 to 900 A. U, which may be called the style of Kanrlivarmint, Thera 
are very few temples in this last-named style as at. this period we find PaUava architec¬ 
ture losing its identity and merging into the i hdla style. 

We may, therefore, adopt the following classification, and divide the history of 
Pallava architecture into four styles ;— 

(1) Mah&ulra style, 010 to 640 A. D. 

{2} Miiiuutla style, 040 to 674 A. D. 

{3} Bajasimlnt style, 074 to 800 A. D. 

(4 1 i ivUVIMW style, 800 to 900 A. D. 

Thi-, < livisbn of Pallava architecture applies chiefly to the country lying immediately l 

round Kanchipornm, i.c„ Tnnda-mandalam. Further south, between Tanjore and 
Pudukkottai for example, Pallava architecture was influenced by the neighbouring 
cultures of the Pandyas and the Chains. However, as all the most important groups of 
Palluvn monuments are simated in the district* around KanHiipuram, the classification 
of style defined above will serve all practical purposes in studying the art awl architec¬ 
ture of the Pa Havas. 
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m Mahentim stole.—AH monuments in this styleareHuHtexaticiliirock-ciitfiScava- 
tioJ lisuallv oa eave^pfcs. They have but. nnv meriud foa* which *i« 

to of tile rock. On plan, the temple consist* of a rectangular pilluwl ball with 
a ffmftl l aqttftre ahrinechamber excavated in one of the side walk As a rule, the shone 
faces the east or the west, usually the latter. With the exception of the \ ufhnu temple 
at MahemlraviiJi, all an* dedicated to Siva and originally contained atone tinges or 
images of that del tv. The 1 in gas were large and cylindrical in shape, highly polished 
and mounted on yoni pedestals of the usual kind. The shrine chamber is free from all 
ornament within, but usually has a itwropSfy or doorkeeper. carved m high relief 
standing on each side of the entrance into the sanctum. The external ends of the 
facade are also often provided with figures of doorkeepers, one at each end protecting 
the outer entrance. Some of these figures are very large and have a characteristic puae 
which is somewhat different to that of the doorkeepers of the later periods. They 
generally stand facing the spectator, in rather an aggressive attitude with one 
hand resting on a huge club. Others have one hand raised In the head in the act of 

adoration. 

A very characteristic feature of temples in this style is the type of pillar found 
in them. These are shout two feet square in section and about seven feet in height. 
The upper and lower portions ate cubic id. while the middle portion of the shaft has ilic 
anide? bevelled off, which makes the middle third octagonal in section. Sometimes 
the cubical portions art decorated ivith a conventional lotus flower design similar to 
the lotus medallions appearing on the stone rails of the Amariivuti stupa. The capital* 
of the pillar are simple corbels or brackets supporting i lie architrave above. The 
lower or underside iff the bracket is rounded upwards and sometimes decorated with 
horizontal rows of roll ornament. Each pillar has a - urresp'Hiding side pilaster. 

The cornice of the facade and that over the shrine doorway when decorated, usually 
takes the form of a heavy projecting convex moulding decora ted with the Buddhist 
gable-window uruament. This ornament simulates u minbture barrel*Vaulted roof 
decorated with little horse-shoe-shaped gable-windows. Human lit*tula arc portrayed 
peering through the windows and the gables have large lint-headed fininU shaped like 
garden spades. ["Pint© l (<*).] 

Another Buddhist feature that is aoinet Lines met with in early I’nllava monument* 
is die Buddhist rail on lament. Floriated Utranm or arches, are also sometimes depicted 
in bas-relief, panning an ent rance or as an ornament over a niche containing an image. 
(Plate 11 (tOd 

The door of the temple is Usually raised u few feet above the natural ground-level 
ami approached by a ilight of rack-rut steps. In many cna*s the steps have been left 
unfinished, indicating that this work was always Jett to the last. When inscriptions 
occur m these temples, they are generally to be found engraved on the pillars or along 
the architrave of the facade. 

(2) Mdmolfn style .—The monuments in this style am oi throe kinds ;—Cave-tcmplefe, 
monolithic free-standing temples commonly known as rat ha* and rock sculptures. The 




10 


cavt? temples sic excavated in the faff? of tin* rook in the Game manner as those Iwlooji* 
m ,t |; (> the curlier period hut their facades are usually more ornamental and contain 
pillars nf a diffcretil variety. On plan, the interiors an< much the same as those of the 
cave-temple* m the Mali emir a style, with similar small square shrine chambers rut in the 
back wall, which are usual Iv free from onuuneiifc within. Tlie pilhired hall in front *'f 
thi shrine r,ffce*s rontniiw large panels cut in the side walk filled with sculptural iigures 
In high relief. These are usually of (treat beauty and executed with remarkable skill 
The interior too. of the more nmainental cave temples, is provided with cornice and 
plinth mftilMimg*. The cornier is decorated with the Buildhist ; gable-window ornament 
often with a frieze of sacred grt^c lieiow it and the plinth with two or three fiat horizon¬ 
tal bands tv mouldings running all round the base of the hull. 

The most striking feature about the Mamalhi style is the curious shape of the pillars. 
Tim square heavy [allure with corbel capitals of the earlier period are replaced by pi liars 
of n metre elegant: shape and better projw'ition. The bin* of thi? pillar is curved iu the 
shape of a conventional lion Hitting very erect and carrying the shaft of the column on 
the top of Its head. The shaft is still octagonal in section but of bet ter proportion and 
crowned with a bulbous capital having a flat abacus. Between the capital and the 
architrave k usually a double bracket supporting the cornice. This hitter feature is 
obviously a Stone copy of a wooden model. 

The so-called raffias are rock-cut model f? of structural temples eh icily of timber 
construction. They vary in style and on plan but are decorated in the same mann er 
us? the cove-temples of this period, They will be described in detail later on. 

The rock sculptures are large bas-relief sculptural scenes curved on the face of a 
clifl standing in the open sir and are different to those w ithin the temples. Then? are 
only three or four examples of this type of monument, all of which ure situated at the 
Seven Pagoda*. 

The earliest sculptural representations of Indian deities are usually portrayed us 
ordinary mortals with only one pair of arms. As h rule, additional heads and limbs 
denote a Inter period, but there are exceptions to this rule, &< we linrl images of Siva 
with four aniLH at the very beginning «'f Hindu art in the seventh century. The big 
image of Siva in the Trieliinopoly cave-temple ia an example of this. We know from the 
inscription in this temple that this image was carved at the same time os the rest of t he 
tetuple and is not a later addition. Bui images of the minor deities and figures of 
doorkeepers are usually portrayed with only one pair of arms. In later times they lire 
portrayed with four arms, Sacred symbols, such a* the «r» ikha (conch) and dtakra 
(discus) are represented in early Indian nit without flames of lire issuing from their 
Sides, in Inter art rafter son A. D.) these symbols are decorated with flames ‘if lire. 
Figures of the god* and ordinary mortals portrayed in early Indian art are of mudi 
buffet proportion and more dignified and lifelike than those of the Inter period. The 
curly Indian sculptors took Nature as their model and were not handicapped in express¬ 
ing their ideals bv a set of conventional rules of art like those laid down in the Stfpa 
Sastra*, which were strictly followed to the detriment of Indian nrf by the sculptors 
and builders of later times. 
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One of the most interesting points about monuments In the Mfuim.Ha style ifl, 
that the architectural details such as the pillars^ architraves, cornices und the roofs of 
the rathn*, show tuunistekably that these monuments are stone models of structural 
building* mainly of timber construction. The brackets, joists, rafters, and cross beatus 
that would be required in a half-timbered oonatirtntiouareuH laboriously reproduced in 
stone without the slightest structural advantage being gained. Ibis clearly allows 
that ordinarily, the masons who produced these rock-cut temples, were ereiudomed to 
erect structural buildings of hah-timbered construction. The pillars unci frame-work 
being of timber with the interstices tilled with brick and plaster, while the unlamenta¬ 
tion vvioi in stiltco and wood-curving. It was no doubt the perishable nature of such 
structures which led the mason* to reproduce these building* in stone when ordered 
to erect everlasting memorials in honour of their religion and to the great uchs of their 
kings. It is only the religious monument* which are executed in stone, K*» remains 
of palaces, public buddings or domestic architecture have been discovered and yet 
we know that such buildings must have existed at this period. 

Examples of the Mumulbt style arc only found at the Seven Pagoilas. It will lie 
remembered that it was M a mul l a who founded MaiimUn [inram, naming the town after 
himself Although ino.-t of the monuments there nmy la? said tu be in the MituiaUa 
etvle. it k quite certain that all of them < ,,uld not possibly have been excavated during 
hk life-time, as the work must have taken over a century niid even then was never 
finished. Therefore, we may presume that Mamnlhi s sun ami successor MuLondra- 
vurmats 11 and also the latter’s son ParamGffV’arftvamum L carried on the work begun 
by Mamalla, keeping more or less to the original stylo.. Being rock-cut monuments 
their orientation was somewhat a matter of chance and not of choice perhaps, but 
mofct of them face the east or the west, usually the hitter. A feu were dedicated to 
Vishnu but most of them are dedicated to Siva and his consort Pirvutf, the latter 
sometimes in the form of Durga. Several of the temples were dedicated to Siva in 
the form of Sfanaakandfl and these have a panel or niche carved in Lhe back ut west 
wall of the sanctum immediately behind the lingo and facing the cost. This panel 
contains a bas-relief sculpture representing Siva and Pftrvatr seated on a pedestal with 
the child Skiindn between them. Sometimes Brahma and Vishnu are depicted at the 
back id the panel as attendant* <m Siva. 

As a rule, the interior of the shrine of u Hindu temple is nut decorated. It, k only 
in these Palinva temples dedicated to Siva in the form uf Somaskandu where thk very 
unusual feature is found. Another uncommon feature about these S omJIfikfind a 
temples is the style of the lingii enshrined within them. Generally, the Hugo* of this 
period, like those of the Mulwudm period, art' curved out of the local granite and 
cylindrical in shape, the shaft having a smooth polished surface. But the lingas in the 
Sotnfiskniula temples aie carved nut of black basalt, spec lull y imported from a dutnuce 
for the purpose. The aka ft of the tin gn W cut into eight or sixteen vertical facets which 
are genr rally dightlv Anted and reruimatu in the centre of the crown of the Imga. The 
fluting is highly polished. bourn of these temple* cuntsato' three lingua of this kind, 
each in a separate shrine, the one in the central shrine usually being the biggest- i 
haps thev are meant to r< present Siva. PaxVwtT and ^kSnda, at- depicted in the panel 
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oil the back wiill desetfticd above, Tnall probability, till 1 rock-out Sonias kandii temples 
at Mamalkpuram went' excavated at the end of the period, possibly by 

Paramt -viiravarainn 1,1 Hiatus'* in the next period, we find the latter ^ son mid mieeessor, 
Rajasimha, introducing the same uncommon features in his structural Siva temples. 
With the close of Puramesvaravannan's reign we come tt» the end of the history of 
rock-cut architecture in Southern India. 

(3) Rajnsimhi style .—With the reign of this king we start a new epoch in the 
history of South Indian architecture. From this period on wards Mruetuml buildings 
alune are met with. Temples in the style of Rajarimha ate Imilt of stone with some¬ 
times a brick snperstttictiiTC covered in plaster and decorated in stucco. On plan, 
the shrine is p Hindi square cell a surrounded by a dicunum bid atony passage and faces 
the cu-t. All Rajiiaimlui temples are dedicated to Sivu. presumably in the form of 
Sdmaskandu, since they all possess fluted basalt lingua and have the 8omaskanda 
panel carved on the back wall of the shrine. 

Externally a lofty tower rising in tiers which diminish in size as they approach 
the summit, hi built over the central shrine, in front of which is a small porch which 
leads into a huge pillared hid! or tnumlapa, Built up against the external walls of the 
central shrine, are usually three ot more small attendant shrines containing Mated 
TV buses of the pillars and the angles of the building are decorated with con¬ 
ventional lions m ainly executed in stucco. The Kailasaiithu temple .it Conjeevuram 
k one of the best examples of this style of Falla \ a architecture. 

(4) Xawlimnwtu style. This style flourished during the second half of the ninth 
century and is a development of the apsidal-ended temple of tin* Miimatla period aud 
similar tn style to rhe Sahadeva temple at the Seven Pagodas. It k the intermediate 
style between the Rajarimhu period and that of the Fatly Chula The lingua are 
cylin drical atul generally smaller than those of the M&iia!1a period. The doorkeepers 
have four uniis. The gable-window ornament k different in style to that of the earlier 
period. The pillars anil angles of 1 lie- building have nth conventional liana. There 
is no Sdmasfcanda pond in the sanctuary. The niches in the external walk of the 
sauetuory are generally filled with atom* images t arv.-d in high relief or in the round. 
The upper portion of the temple is built of brick with the ornamentation in plaster, 

IV- EXAMPLES IN THE MAHENDRA STYLE. 

(Cm, 610 to 640 A. I>.) 

i.l) DitPtvthiuy .—The village of DaluvanSr is at a distance of ten miles by i id f ( > 
the south-east of (linger in the South Ateofc district. U k noteworthy us containing 
one of the best rock-cut Pul lava temples in the district, i he tempi** is dedicated to 
Siva and is excavated in the southern face of a small granite hill lying to the north of 
the village and is known locally-as the Pmudm Pandava Mtdai, The temple is no 
longer in use op a place of worship, although it still contains a stone ling a. The facade 
faces the south but the little shrine containing the linga faces the east. The shrine 
chamber is 7' 10' long, S' 0' wide amt 0' 10' in height and the walla are free from omn- 
mentation. It contains a cylindrical granite lings, 2' 5' in height and measuring 4 ' ft' 
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in circumference. The linga is fixed in a yoni pedestal of the usual type which measures 
6' 2 * in length. Down the front of the Efign two n«n>w vertical lines ore out in the 
stone. Both the linga and yoni pedestal are detached, stones and are not monolithic 
like the rest of the temple and its ornamentation. Since the facade and entrance hall 
face the Booth [Plate 1 (a) ] and in order that the linga should taco the east, the little 
shrine chamber has been excavated in the west wall of the main hid! with its doorway 
facing the east f Plate 1(c)], On each side <tf this th urway are two dtmrkeepers or dtwrn* 
pfiliut in high relief, «iiie mi each side of the out ranee, f hey are standing figures facing 
the spectator, with lofty headdriHses and eaeh taaluc* u with one Kami mianl to the 
head in the act of adoration [Plate H (a) ]. in front of t he shrine are two pillars about 
* two feet square in section with corbel capitals, rising seven feet in height from the 
floor and forming a lit He pun'll leading into 11. - sanctuary. The bracket capitals 
gmyptit erojts beams carved ont of the natural rock forming the roof over the main hall, 
The latter, including tie little porch just im-mi-m-' 1 , i.> .. r- r angular chamW nttasur- 
ini: *21' ! lt ' Urns'. 10 r wide and is ft' 1 iV* in height. In the centre of the facade are two 
handsome pillars with corresponding pilasters at each end of the facade dividing the 
latter into three openings of equal sixe b>r admitting light and air into the interior of 
the temple. The central opening forms the entrance nnrl has an unfinished flight of 
steps lending up to ir. The floor of the hull is about four feet above the level of the 
natural ground which tends to heighten the effect, of the facade. On cueh side of the 
two pilasters at the ends of rhe facade and facing the south, are two large crudely 
carved figure- about six feel in height representing doorkeeper* standing in large panels 
similar in shape to the three openings in the facade. The one on the left, or western 
end of the facade is depicted with the left hand raised in adoration, and is ft similar 
figure to the one on the left, side of the shrine doorway mentioned above. The one on 
the eastern side of the facade is depicted resting the ri'jlrt baud on a huge club. 

On the outer surface of the pilaster at the left, end of the facade is an inscription 
written in the Sanskrit language in Urnnthn-Paltava letters from which we learti that 
fch© temple was excavated by MaheniLru’s orders [vide Efy/raphia lwl>ra. Tart 
Volume XI I, January III 14). 

* 

The cubical portions of the two pillars in the centre of the facade are decorated 
with conventional lotus flower medallions similar to those an the rails of the Amara- 
vati stupa. Above the main entrance and springing from the two corbel capitals is 
a boa-relief representation of a makara-tomita, in which the two ends or volutes of the 
tern an are shown emerging from the mouths of mahxrus. Above the tin ana running 
the entire length of the facade, is a heavy projecting convex cornice decorated with 
the Biiddhiat gable-window ornament. "With the exception of the liugu and the figures 
of the doorkeepers, the entire ornamentation is Buddhist in character. 

(2) Tricliinopdty .—Half wav up the famous Trichmopoly rwk and excavated in 
its southern face, is a tine example of a Poltava temple in the Mahendrfl style. It is 
a particularly interesting example bemuse it contains some very valuable inscriptions 
which prove beyond ail doubt that it was excavated by Maliewlrii ’& orders. The 
pilhirs of the facade contain a number of inscriptions written in the Grantha-PaHava 
alphabet (rwfc South 1mlinn Inscriptions, Volume I, Xos. 33 and 34, pages 28 to 30). 
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Tliis alphabet in very archaic and similar in style to the one employed In the inscription* 
ill the Palla varum temple. Engraved on the pilaster to the right of the sanctuary and 
at a spot which appears to have been selec ted for the principal inscription. is the fdft5W* 
ing name ** Sri Miftendru-Vikmuiu, " exactly us in the FulJa varum inscription. The 
pillars at the other end of the hall contain a number of names anil hintilits, among them 
■■ UumtbLnra,” who is mid to have had the temple excavated and placed within it 
a stone Knga and a portrait image of himself. The Ascription also records that, the 
beautiful large sculptural panel facing the shrine entrance, representing Siva in the 
form of Gattgiidlwra, was also executed at t lie same time and is not a later addition. 

it is now generally accepted that “ Gunahhara *' was a surname of Mabendravar- 
mim I. tine inscription (No. 33 above) states that-" Now tlrnt Gunnbham bn 
worshipper of the lingo, let the knuwleilge that he has turned hack from hostile conduct 
be spread far and wide by this lingo." This evidently refers to Mubendras former 
persecution uf the saint Appar, who afterwards converted him to the cult of the Im^i 
as already related above {mde- EpigntyMtt hidictt, Volume Ul, page 277). 


The facade faces the south and is simple and severe in character [Plate I (h)j j t },. ls 
four cubical pillars diruling the facade Into five openings of equal size, with a second row 
of pillar* inside the temple and In Line with those of the facade. In style the pillars 
arc similar to those at Dakvanur, but they have no hiw-mtief repmamtHtfon of a Lana 
over the entrance and there is no ornamental cornice above the architrave of the facade 
The cubical portions of the pilfera are decorated with lotos flower medallions and floriated 
ornament Shaft* m design to that appearing on the stone rads of the Amamvati M iit.a 
The underside of the corbel capitals is decorated with roll ornament [Pkte J1 (,-]) Qn 

plan, the temple connbto of a rock-cut hall measuring 30' o' m |, m( i, t v .> ' , / 

and II 0 in height. Cut into the east wall is a small sanctuary T 10' ^, Ujin . imJ r 
in height. The shrine bees the west. Cut in the centre of the floor of the sum iu arv h 
n socket-hole, 2 feel square, for the reception of the ling*, by the side of it j B t t V j 
socket-hole I foot square, the latter lwmg no doubt for Ik reception of thermit 
image of Maheudra mentioned in the inscription. The shrine b no w empty u OI1 J 
time, the temple was used as a powder magasjjie* presumably by the iWh (tn d the 
openings Atwcen the pillnre of the facade were closed with brick walls, which have ,jnce 
been removed. Above the shrine doorway is a cornice decorated with the gable-window 
onmment and on each side of the entrance, curved in high relief and standing m a niche 
js a figure of a doorkeeper leaning on a club [ Plate 11 (</)]. Carved in the west wall of the 
hall and feeing Hie shrine, is a large panel, about seven feet square, containing a fl Iie 
image of Siva in the form of GangadhSm, “ the bearer of Gungii » (the Ganges) -j-k- 
form of Siva illustrates the Puranic story of the descent of the heavenly Ganges mi to th 
earth to purify the ashes of the sinful sons of Sagara, a king of the Solar race At tlT 
request of Bhagfrathn. a late member of the same family, " the river of the hi *’ * 

.“anted to direct her course to the earth, hut her force was so great that the earth 
tinablv to stand the shock. So Bhaglratha prayed to Siva and rhe latter consenttd'/ 
receive the Gauge* on his head. The river, proud of her might, tauie down with afl 
her force os though to crush Siva, but found herself lost in the tangled maz*- 0 f Siv i ’ 
tresses. Ganga then became humble and Siva permitted her to flow forth again from bin 
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hair as u tine stream. -Since then the river goddess G«tga is helped to abide m uva - 
hair ns one of hi. crab*. Intha^ulpfcure.Sivaisportmy^ mth tmr arms t he right 
JM ami holding the Gang* h»uw* &0m bi* hair. Tin- left upper ami hold, .some 
indietingutthahle object, that may be meant for a rosary. The left lower arm reals on 

t he left hip ami the right lower arm holds a hooded serpent, the of which is entu rned 

round Siva’s dim and right aims. Siva's right foot is rtised and rests on the head of an 
udT little dwarf who is shown holding up his puny arm to support the mighty foot of the 
Similar little dwarfs are common in Buddhist art and are employed m t he same 
manner with regard to Buddha. In the form of Xatamja, Swa a right foot is usually 
portrayed as crushing a similar little demon dwarf. Musa lagan or Apaaraaru by name, 
but here Shu is not represented as crushing the dwarf and the latter is shown supporting 
the god’s foot. Kneeling round the figure of Siva are four worshippers, and above are 
two r/rtnrfAm-«/* flying through the an and raising their hands m the act of adoration. 
On tile right side of Siva's head, depu ted as coming out of the clouds, is the head and bust 
of a little human figure with the bands ruined in prayer. On tbe other Hide is a small 
animal presumably a deer, in a recumbent attitude. The base of the panel is decorated 
with the Buddhist rail ornament similar in design to that foimd in the Aumrnvuli bas- 
reliefs in the Madras Museum [»«&: Frontispiecej. 

(») Mandagapattu,-^^ village of Mumhignputlu is 0 miles south-west of Dalavatmt 
and 12 mile? north-west of V i II npu rum railway station w the South Arppl ilisl-rwt. 
Half a mih- to the west of the village is a small granite hillock, in the northern face of winch 
is excavated s Pa! law temple with a facade similar insure and style to the ihdavanur 
temple hut with less onmmentati.m and wit h some difference a, to plan. 1 he faci.de faces 
the north and has two square cubical pilbis of the usual type in .he centre, dmtoUg the 
facade into three openings of equal «*, The pillars are free from ornament mid the 
facade has no ornamental cornice. At the t wo ends of the facade arc two large panels 
similar in shape ami size to the tliree openings in the facade. The one at the west erti end 
contains »large crudely curved figure in high relief «f* standing tha^h. or do.^keeper, 
gua rding t he entrance on this side. The figure has the usual lofty headdress ami stands 
facing the spectator in it very aggressive attitude. The right arm rests on 1 ho hip mid the 
left on a mighty clpb. The figure is showu wearing the usual ornament* including two 
serpents or nagas. The doorkeeper on the eastern side of the faeiuie is similar to the one 
lust described, except that die pose is different. It faces toward* the entrance and thus 
presents onlv a side view to the spectator. The floor of the temple stands about J feel 
above the natural level of the ground and, like so many of these early L’aHnvn temples 
has no proper steps approaching the entrance. On plan the .empW ; ,,,i^ a re tail- 
gular hall 22 feet in length, 24 feet in width and is l» feet, m height f late III (■)]. he 
ceiling is supported with four square pillars with correspond mg side pilasters. In the 
back or sou til wall facing the north, are three large niches 4 feet deep. Cut m the fl- -or and 
the back wall uf each niche, is a square apeket-hote, indicating that a stone image 
once stood in each niche, f or miug three separate shrines. The position of the socket-holes 
clearly shown that images and nut lingas stood in these shrines. A mutilated inscription 
on the outside of one uf the pillars records that the temple was dedicated to the three gods 
Brahma. Siva and Vishnu, The serpent ornaments worn by the doorkeeper indicate 
that the leading deity enshrined in it was Siva, whose image occupied the central niche. 
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Til*' name of tile Pulluvu king w ho ordered this temple to lit excavated is mentioned 
in tlie inscription 113 Viehitrochitta. which we know is a Infwhi of XLi I icndru carman I. 
The ulphaliet is much, like that, of the inscription at DaLranur, and 11 * both temples 
are similar in style and are situated wit hill a few miles of each other, we may assume that 
the Alandagapattu temple wits also excavated during the reign of t lir great Maheiulra' 
varman 1, 

(4) Paltavamm .—The old village- of PaUovaxam is situated *2 miles south of the 
modern village and railway station of that name in the ('hihgfeput district. To the 
east of the station is a hill known locally as the lhiinha Pand - ' a Malai in which hud 
been excavated a rock-cut Psllsva temple. It is now in the hands of tin* local 3fuhatu~ 
mudana win* have converted it into a mosque by adding mud and plaster walls to the 
interior and covering the temple in numerous coatings of whitewash. 

( h- [dan [Plate Uf (tf>] the temple is similar to the oln ...' ILvd >j...*altn ami consist# 
of a pillared hall :i2 feet in length, 12j feel in width and about if feet in height. Cut in 
the back wall are live niches about 21 feet square, These must hr; vr ■ rigitiully contained 
stone Iingas or images. The roof ill supported bv two rows of pillars of the usual cubical 
kind, each row containing four pillars. The facade lias rive ■ .pen mg* ,»t equal size and is 
free from all ornament, A Right of ste]^ hauls up ("the i-enfral npt-niiig. The (-•■riiiue 
is a heavy projecting convex moulding but without the usual gable-window ornament. 

The plan and the style of the facade is very similar to the Mnndngapattu temple 
but tile PiiUfivuram temple has no tigures of doorkeepers like the former. The pillar 
on flic right side of the entrance bits the octagonal portion of the shaft, at rim bottom 
instead of in the middle like the otherpillars. It is curious that the mas ons should Jmvu 
made this mistake* Presumably this feature is due to accident And not intentional, 
and spoils the appearance of the facade. The shape of the upper portion .if the shaft 
shows that it. is not a barer addition, Engraved all along the architrave of rhe facade 
and also along that of the inner row of pillars, is mi inscription which is made up of a 
series of names which Are evidently titles* or l inula# tif a Pa Hava king ( Jbnjaj/ Report 
on Epigraphy for WfifK Part It. .Vo. 14. pat/t 75), It is noteworthy that the first! name 
in the series is *'Sri Alahendra-Vlkramw," file same tutu*, in fact, os that, which 
appears in the inscription in the Trichinopoly temple. The form of the let tors, too, is 
similar in both iuscriprioim ; so there can be no doubt that it was Muhendravanuan I 
who had the Pallavariini temple excavated In the early part of the seventh century. 

(5) Muhfn/tmiYHti is situated It miles to the south-east of.SJmlingtitrr railway station 
in the Walejapet taluk of the North Arcot district. The village k inhabited bv Vukh- 
liavii Brahman* and possesses a fine tunk. Close to the tank mv truces of fort walls 
and within the enclosure 1 * is a large granite rock tu the eastern face of which n rock-cut 
temple ha-* been excavated. The facade face. 1 * the east and is plain in design and 
without the large panels containing bus-relief figures of doorkeepers at the ends of 
the facade, as at I Macon nr and Mandftgftpattu (Plate IV («)], It biis no 
carved projecting cunuec. and thi* portion of the facade boa been left uniinkLu d. In the 
centre of the facade arc two square pillars with aide piasters, the cubical portions of 
which art- ornamented with conventional lotus flowers similar to those at Dulavrimlr. 
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On plan [riate IV (e)] the- teraplv1'onasta of a retifcimgalar hall measuring 18' 0' icng, 
S3' U' wufr tunl (t f O'" in height. Tift* roof i« supported by t wo pillars similar to and in 
lino with those of the facade. Cut- in the west wull and facing Hie east, is a small oblong 
shrine cell flunked by two doorkeepers. The shrine contains n modern image of Narn- 
simha. The doorkeepers stand with their hands on their hips atid f;u-e the front tike 1 hose 
at Da Sava nur. These figures are much decayed by the weathering of the rock. The 
temple contains an important Pallav* inscription engraved on the north face of the first 
pillar from the left of the facade. Dr. E. Hnitmeh bad given im account of this insmp- 
tioti iu the Epigraph™ hutiM, Volume IV, pages 152 and 153, It records that 
£i tlunahhara 1 ’ excavated the temple which bore the name of MabeitdniY is hmignl i a v he 
Vishnu temple of Mahendra) and thutil stood on the bank of the Mahendm-tatakn (the 
tank of Mahendra), situated in Mahetnlrapura (the city of Mahendra). The temple, t he 
tank and the city were thus named otter Mahendra, The same name occurs in. M e 
Tri hiuopolv inscription, and Dr. K. Hultzsch is of opinion that the Fallava king who 
bore the surname of Gunahhara (the bearor of virtues) was Mahendra raman I- The 
other princes named Mahendra and particularly Mahendravarman II seem to have reign- 
ini for a very short time or not. to have reigned at all. Therefore, the Mahendravadi 
temple may be attributed to Maliemlravannan I. The large tank near the village i* no 
.S. ul i 1 he sail.V as the one mentioned in the inscription mul, if so. this too owe* ' r > 
orimn to the Pallavae, This is one of the few Palluva temples dedicated to Vishim. 


(fl) Pa/lam.—The tittle village of Vallum is situated 2 miles to the must of Gbingleput 
railway station on the road to TiriikkaSnkliunrmn. On the tmrt h side of the mad is l he 
villas and hill of Vallum. There are three cave-temples excavated m the eastern fa < of 
the hill The largest of them contains two Tamil inscriptions which are mentioned itt fiwfh 

ludm „ burriplma, Volume II. Part III. |>«n Ml ...dan. The M»t of ih«.. 

n,enured on the two pillars ol rho ontmnea and reuotdn thatthe templewas ..Wav,mil 
bv likandaaana, son of Vasantapiiyuraja and vassal of kins Mahendrapetaraju win nu 
surnatned “ Ounahhara." Hero there is nodtaibr concerning the name of the tang, a -1 Lo 
word Jlahindm is followed by Pataraja. king of M»«*- The surname («■ 
bhm. •• isthesamras that found in the inscriptions irt Trichmopofy and Mahemlr..v.. ,. 
Tin* late Mr. Vmharra has shown than in all probability. iltis Mahem potunsja 
Vallam inscription fa identical with llahemlravarimui 1 Iffpfcmpfcn '»*«. 

111 , page 177). 


The two smaller rock-cut alirincs are mdhdabed and unimportant. The htw 
lo has hern converted into a modern Hindu shrine and ire appearance has been 
thoroughly mined in consequence. On phut, the larger temple * umlar la. the on. at 
Melucheri in the Smith .treat district, ami like the latter, haaonly two plain .uhicl 
mllam standing in the lao.de. Cat in the haet wall in a little square shrine chamber 
facing the east and containing a cylindrical slots- linga of the usual kmd. On -act 
side ol the shrine entrance are two Uoorkeopem. Their pose is similar to thmr in t ... 
Triehinopoly temple eaecpt that those at Vallam have their tall hwhkw dt-torat J 
wtth bull shoms. and in this teapeet ate similar ussomcof the later hgurcsof doorlo . pets 
a, the Seven P-gotlas belonging to the Mimalln period. Cut in a nwhe on the -outh 
ride of the facade » a huge well erceated inmge of flanena. and on the northern sale of 
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the facade is u crudely carved And much decayed female figure in bas-relief representing 
JreihtliA. The I mi urea ligiiJv ap[ieai.y tn have been added at » fitter date. Between 
the optui fog H in the facade an* mudr.ni brick and plaster fillings and wooden doom, and 
the entire farnde is covered in whitewash and its appearance is utterly spoilt, so much 
so, that it is useless to attempt to photograph it, as nothing of the original facade is 
now visible owing to these modem additions. It is a great pity, us it is an interesting 
and valuable ancient monument and one of the earliest Siva temples in Southern rntiia. 

(?) Mt lac fieri, —At hlelnclieri, 3 inik-n north-west of the town of Binges, in the 
South Arcot district, is a rot k-rnr shrine excavated in t he western face of a small granite 
hill sta ruling to th" north uf the vilhigs. It is known locally us the Madd life vara temple 
ami is at ill in use a» a place of worship. The roc&cut facade faces the west but is 
hidden from view by a modern brick and plaster mandapa attached to the front of it. 
In the centre are two square pillars. dividing t-lie facade into three n]wirings of equal 
aisui. Within is an entrance ball ID' 1J* in length, 8' ri* in width anti O' S’ in height. Cut 
in the batik or east wall, and facing the west is a small square shrine chamber contain¬ 
ing a monolithic lingu. This shrine measure* 8't' X 8‘ ?" and is tin* same bright as 
tin eittraiin 1 hall. The stone linga is eviiudrical in form and together with its yoni 
pedestal stands +' 9" above the Hour level and is cut nut of the solid rock. Tins temple 
contains no sculptures nr uniamentatioiiof auv kind, but it docs contain a Palluva in¬ 
scription on one of tin* pillars which was discovered by Mr. Jouveau Dubreuil in LDltf 
and published in his book “ Palin > ■■ hit <jin ties, Volume I. page Mi*’, This inscription 
n.i.rd* that the temple was excavated hy king (Imtulradityd hat the date is not given. 
The name Chuiidrihlitya is evidently a surname of one of the Pallava kings but wo do 
not know which one bore this name. 

It is impossible to photograph the facade owing to thn modern additions which 
obscure it from view, but apian and section trill be found in Plate IV. Architecturally, 
this temple is In the style of Mahendtii and it Im* therefore been included here. 

(8) fSingarartun .—About onu mila to l he south of Meleeheri is the village of Singe- 
vamm which contains a rock-cut temple which, in all probability, owes its origin to the 
Pulls vus. It is known an I he Kangunatha temple and contains u large ruck-cut image 
of Anantusnyana resembling tli - one in the Shore Temple at Mahabulipuram. The 
image, however, lias been recurved at a later period. The ruck-cut ball in front of th 
jitivine chamber bus aqimre mono lit hie pillars of the usual kind ornamented with con¬ 
ventional lotus flowwu. At each end of the facade is an image id a doorkeeper which 
mostly resemble those found at the entrance to the hririe duunber of th? Iblavanur 
temple. 

Mr. Jouvcau-I>Lihjcuil makes tin* following reimirk eoururaing th imino of this 
village. " It is very probable that Singavaium \ that is to say Simlm-puratu) was the 
capital of Swgapuraniid) f ." This uania is. therefore, very ancient and wince the 
iluorki rjiiirii are in the style of Mithendmvnmiun 1, we may assume that. Sings varum 
whs founded by Sinjnivifdmu and that the temple was excavated either during his reign 
or that of hie successor ifahendmvarman No PaJLivu inscriptions have been found 



in ths Singaviiraru temple, but that Joes not necessarily ruc.i:i that hom -‘tint, 
liecuuae the surface of the pillars is hidden by the modern numdapa built up against 
the facade of the temple, As til? temple is in use for worship, the prints object to 
having this portion of the build 1 'ng removed, so there will always remain some doubt as 
to who was the author of the original temple. 

fli) TtntkkdlnHiimam or Palcshitirtlmm, it. is culled in tj-Luskrit, is a small 
town 0 miles south-*-f of C 1 1 ingle put railway station on the road to the Seven Pagodas 
The town is minuted at the ft iot >f the ;ji< turesnjim Yed ugmsYira hill nndcoutiuna a 
large Siva tempi*. and another smaller Siva temple on the aiimmit of Yedagimvara 
hill [Plate V (u) j. The latter is approached from tin south by a ate *p flight of stone 
steps which inilf way up, diverge east and west. Wining u jwfid'di'M, or processional 
path meeting at the top of the hill. The Might of steps which ascend a the eastern aide 
of the lull about *K> f> H below the summit, 'pities u rock-cut Palluva iuilpte known 
as the Orukal limmhi pu [Plate V p-} j. This tempi? is excavated m the eastern face of an 
enormous rock 'which juts out from the slope of the hill on this side. The facade bices 
tk ■ unit and is simple and severe in d vie. It lms no carved projecting cornice and no 
large panels at the exterior ends of the facade containing figures of doorkeepers, and 
in thh, respect MS well as oil plan, it resembles the PftUaVS temple :it M.iheiidmv&riL 
In the centri of tin fucmle are two plain cubical pillars of the usual kind dividing thi- 
faeade into three openings of crpial size. The central opening is approached by u double 
flight of stone steps ns the floor of the temple is about 5 feet above tie' natural ground 
level, tin plan the fvmpte consists of a half 0' in length, l"' ft' in width, and 
about it feet in height with n second row of pi Hare similar to and in line with those of 
the facade. Hit. in the back or west wall is a small square shrine chandler 8 feet in 
length and T feet in width with a little doorway facing the enet. The shrine contain9 
a large cylindrical granite lingo, mounted on a yoni pedestal «f the usual kind and the 
walla of the interior am free from ornamentation. As the floor of the shrine is about 
3 feet above the level of the hall the shrine entrance is provided with a small flight of 
rock-cut atepx. < fti cadi side of the shrine door wav, is u niche containing a crudely 
carved figure of a doorkeeper. The latter have, only two arms and are portrayed 
with one hand resting on a huge club and th? other oil the hip. Their pot*?, style of 
headdress and pnaition on each side of the shrine entrance indicate that they belong 
to the Mithendm period, Above the shrine doorway is the usual heavy projecting 
cornice moulding but without the dormer window ornament, and below it two plain 
horizontal hands. Below the niches, on each side of the steps, the exterior base of the 
sanctuary is ornamented with two rows of simple plinth mouldings similar to those 
belonging to the shrine chamber of the Trichtnopoly temple which it closely resembles. 
Standing figures in bas-relief of Brahma and Vishnu Hank the exterior aided of the 
sanctuary and arc curved in panels on the back wall of the ball. Both figures have 
four arm* and the image of Brahma which is on the south side of the sanctuary is 
port raved with :i peculiar coillure which is almost Spherical in shape and unumml in style. 
The image of Vishnu is similar in style to figure* of that deity portrayed in soma of 
the later sculpture^ adorning the templed at the Seven Pagodas belonging tu the 
.Uamallu period. These two images appear to I Hi later than t Be two doorkeepers 
guarding the entrance into the sanctuary. If so. the original temple must have been 


dedicated to Siva and then at a later period, converted into u place of worship for the 
three gods of the Hindu Trinity-Brahma. Vishnu and Siva. No ceremonial worship 
m conducted m the tempi, now, but pilgrims still how More the tinga which is believed 
to rtptvM-iii Siva, who according to the local sttitupnram cursed two ri*hi* dwelling 
on the hill ami turned them into birds. These sacred ris hi-birds are still held to 
viBit the temple on the hill regularly at noon and receive morsels of cooked fowl from 
the hands of one of tlm priests. 


Carved on the north and south walk of the main hall, one on each side and facing 
each other, are two life size titrates of doorkeepers Tlmv arc duplicatc images carved j n 
high relief and elegant in form. They have only otic pair of anus and each figure is 
portrayed with one hand raised hi the act of adoration while the other hand rests on the 
hip. They have the usual toll headdresses and ornaments and resemble the two door¬ 
keepers found on each ride of the entrance into t| 1e sanctuary of the Ha la va ini r temple. 

An account of the inscriptions found in thin temple is published in the Annual 
/P7 inf Jpr Epigraphy, SouthCircle for the year lmiS-KHMi, pm'es 73 and 76 At 
first right, the only inscriptions visible were a number of Dutch signatures of the 17th 
century, fording the visit of a party of Dutch officials from the neighbouring port of 
^ ****** every available space on the walls and pilki* ( Wr 
examinatlOE, however, rawled on early Tamil record engraved on the capital of one of 
( he pdhns n. the buck row. The beginning of this record is damaged, but from the end 
of it. which LS fortunately in a good state of preservation, it appears that the inscription 
was never completed fur reasons which arc not apparent. However, t | lc lullUe Vata- 
pikuniht Namamgapottarasar, winch occurs towards the end. dearly shows that tb- 
fnriMop t<. tlie reign of X.ir.isbuhovaimmil, theson 0, the ymt Mah5ndi.y.nn» n I 
, »dl b. remembered tk»i it was Namaimhavarinsn t who defeated the Western 
Cl,aluly«a ami capture, in 042 A. I*, then- capital Ystnpi, fisdfab in , h( . Boclbsv 

Iraudency Ihie conquest of V itapi secured for Xaroaindiavunnai. I, the Tamil ri.l'c 
1 ntupilconde. ..o. * who took VStSpL” Unfortunately, the inscription doe. not toil as 
Who excavated the temple or in fort anythin* about the temple, Imt. the etvle of if 
architecture clearly denotes that it was excavated in the men oil.. th.a,d. h 

“ ,K ; ttMi “ d ' “*“ n ’ d >’ l >r "^Wo. lhat the figures Of Brehmfi.nd Vishnu ware 
..dded during the reign of the latter, win. perhaps at the same time as the inscription. 

An inscription on the west wall of the strong room of the VSdsprimna temple a, 
imikfcaIukknurnm which was published ly the kte Mr. Vcukavva in YdiU f 
f Zvwylw Mint, page® 277 to ♦>«(». records the interesting fact of H m . ond 
hy the <%ol» king Mnjakc.wivannun Adity* I of u grant originally „ -; ,.„ l!tjkl 

«-f Mulii slim mi by the IVUnva king Skaodorishyii and renewed by Xararimhavummu L 
In all probetdfity, the intozfcftm in the Orafad Mandapa is a record ofthe renewal by 
Nurfisimhnvammn ! of the gift to the Muburthana temple mentioned in the inucriptiou 

”f H r ^ VW r n - h 1S - tlwrcfore P° MiUle that ^gl«ted lingo, enshrined within 

m -T TT - ’,?* f MulaStiani1 ' 10 “)• <=~ On Muissthona 

temiilc to which Skandamshya (Skanciavamuin) mode the grant was „ne of the earliest 
Hindu temples in ♦Southern India and was situated at Tirukkulukkunram. 


in 


j 

t 


The Vedftgiriavara temple on the summit of the hill is ft very ancient structure in 
Spite of its somewhat modern appearance due to later addition*. The main shrine i> 
built of three huge blocks of stone which form its inner walk On these walk are wed 
bas-relief panels represent in;' the following subjects ; 

nj ()n the west wall-Siva and Parvati in the centre with the child Skanda 
seated between them reprinting Somaakamhi with Brahma on the south 
and Vishnu on the north side of the central group. Below, near the feet 
of Siva k Markaudeyn. 

( 2) On the north wall -Yogadiikshiiiamurti and uear him the two ruAi« supposed 
to have been cursed by Siva and transformed into the sacred birds that are 
1 now held to be regular visitors to the hill 

(3) On the south wall-Sandikesvara and Chandikeftvara with a weapon iu hand. 
The Somaskanda panel cawed on the kick wall of the main shrine indi¬ 
cates that this temple is later than the Orukal Mandapa, On top of the 
hill a few yards distant from the steps leading up to the temple entrance 
. and stuck "in the ground by the side of the pathway is a granite pilki, 

or rather a pilaster, the base of which is decorated with one of the big 
conventional lions fin familiar hi temples built in the Rajftsimha style. The 
presence of this pillar clearly denotes that there was once a PaHaVft temple 
on the hill belonging to the Kajashnlm period. There is thus sufficient 
evidence to prove that Tirukkalukkunram was a stronghold of the FsHavas 
from the earliest times down to about the ninth century A. iJ, 

(10) KHinmhtm— Another quaint little rbck-cut monument which m wrs to 
belong to the carlv Fallnva pariod is the shrine at KilnmyOangai in the Tindivanam 
taluk of the South Arcot district, It is cut in the nortbsru koe of a targe isulated 
granite rook standing in n field just mitside the village which is seven miles north of 
Tmdi vflpain railway station. The shrine consist* of a small cell five feet in height and 
three h ct in width and faces mirt h-easl. It contains a crudely carved image of Vfehnu 
curved on the back wall in Ihgh relief. Thb image is 4’ 4" in height, and ha* four arm.. 
The left upper arm is mined holding a conch while the left lower hand rests on the hip. 
The right upper arm is raked with the hand holding a chstrum and the right h-w.-r hand 
k shown in the abhmja or protecting fuse. The conch and chakraw arc without flame* 
v { fire indicating that they were carved during the early p.riod of Pollava hktiuy. The 
hiniic is represented wearing the usual lofty Jumddrees and ornament* but with a curious 
*hort skirt or kilt which is unusual. The head, chest ami hands have lu*n anointed with 
> oil bv the villagers who work in the neighbouring hold which gives these portions of the 

muige an unpleasantly black and dirty appearance making a really good phntograph 
imimssible. Tim entrance is provided with narrow doorjambs hewn out of the rock 
On the outer surface of each doorjamb k a crude representation in ontlurn only and 
unfinished, of a standing doorkeeper. The latter appear to face the shrine and not the 
[rout Tlien- me no inscriptions to guide OJie aa to ita origin, but there cun >c u<* ou jt 
Lhflt it was excavated by the Pal lavas somewhere about the 7th century. [1‘late V 0).] 
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(111 Bcsvvirfa .—The Krishna, or Kistnu ■.listriol, as it u how officially called, on the 
north witlo u| the sacred Krishna river and flit- tiL-iglihoimqg Ountur district on the south 
hare always! b?en favourite resort® of ardent i.kvotccs ->f religion from the earliest fcinaas. 
On the south side oi the liver the remain* of Buddhist monuments, including r lie famous 
■AmBT flvnti stSj.iii, nr'.’ met with, but all *1 them, unfut lunatelv, in ruins. In this district 
Buddhism appears to have come to an end about the beginning of the 7th centrin', when 
the Western C’h&Jukyas obtained possession of rlie country from the Fa Havas and drove 
the latter south. Hinen Triaug, the celebrated Chinese pilgrim and traveller, v isited 
this district soon after this event and resided u-t Bczwada in a Buddhist monastery for 
several months in <>3y A. D From the uts oum >>i t lie- district which lie has left ns, 
it appeals that Buddhism was already on the decline ur t he time of his visit Xu doubt 
the conquest of the country by the Western Chalukyas helped in this, but 1 linen Twang 
doe* not expressly snv MO. There ore no Buddhist remains at JVzwmht now except a 
few sculptures which were collected in the neighbourhood and placed in the BeXw&da 
Library some years ago. Most of these apparently came from AmaravatL The oldest 
and most interesting ancient monument:’ to be seen at Bezwnda to-day are the small 
rock-cut Hindu temples excavated in th - -cistern Lieu of the ImlraEdla hill and tin we in 
the neighbouring modern hamlet of Mogalrajapuram, There me also similar remains 
at Undavalli on the .south side of the live, the large rock-cut temple at Unduvalli being 4 
of particular value mid interest. 

The origin of these temples is obscure and there is no actual proof that they are 
the work of the PaUavan, but their architecture! style seems to denote that they ware 
excavated by the latter and that they represent th *lr curliest uttmiipte in this direction 
before I he Poliavas were driven south by the CMlukyufi unci executed similar but better 
works in the Tamil country. They jmsses* tm ancient inscriptioa'i regarding their origin, 
but the style of the sculptures and mouldings and similarity of plan between sums of 
these rock-cut temples of the Telugu coilntiy and those of the South indicate that they 
are both the work of ihe Maine race of people. The Telugu tutuos appearing income of 
the curliest Pollava inscriptions found in some of the rock-cut temples in the Tamil country 
excavated during the reign of Muheiuliiivarriam l allow that he originally cam? from the 
Tefugu countzy and that it was there where lie must hive rim got his taste for excavat¬ 
ing temples out of the living roetk. That it was Mnhendra himself who personally in- 
traduced the id a of excavating Hindu temples out of the natural rock instead of 
building them with bricks in the usual manner there cannot be any shadow of doubt. 
This ha^ Wu coiiclu.rivdy proved by .Mr, Jouveau-Dubreuil in lus paper on the “ Con- 
jrcvenHH hisrrifXum nf Mahf'iahamtnuit) I” published in 191$, In this paper he 
gives an account of the inscription found in tin? triple-shrined Fa Hava temple ar Miiiidn- 
gaputTu in the Smith Arcnt district which is particularly interestingand valuable. Hu 
states that the tcimr of the inscription us translated into English is as follows " This 
is tin? temple caused to be constructed by the (king) Vichitrechitta for (the images of) 
Brahma, Isvun and Vishnu, w ithout (using) bricks, timber, metals or mortar." 

Although short, much information is incident mile reco tried. f n the first place, the 
* binida,’ or title VichitrachiU* or ViehibicJuttenn, is u well-known * lurinla ’ of Mahen* 
drnvan uan 1, it also occurs In the Pallavunuu inscription, -Mr. Dubreuil informs us 


that tUe word means m English ‘ etuiott* minded.* Tn at liar worth, ‘ orumui tm vt-J 
the in re nt or .«■ originator of tile art of airing Hindu temples out of the oiittiml ruck 
insteud of ImOdmg thorn in the usual way with bricks and lime, wooden |hILich and 
roofa decorated with metal linkkt, The most casual visitor to the wonderful group of 
Palis va monuments at the Seven Pagodas must have noticed that nli of the monolithic 
free-standing temples, locally known as “ari**," a« obviously only stone mo, els of 
buildings constructed of UriiSk and mortar with tmdier-fmmeil roofs decorated with 
copper-gilt ornament* like t hose referred to in the inscription quoted above. It is 
also e.niallv dear that it was Uahcndra himself who introduced this new .den mtr. 
Southern India with r.-gard to rocket Hindu temples and that he had no intention o| 
allowing his Tamil mesons to claim Hie right of authorslup :otherwis**, he would never 
have adopted such a ‘ curious- minded 1 1-trnda. The Inner clearly shows that he wo* 
feeUnu exceedingly pleased with himself at the time and the tcsulte achieved in thm 
direction bv his Tamil masons perhaps under his own personal supervision. The in¬ 
scription proves at anr nta the direct influence that the I’ftUava kings had over the 
art of the period, also that structural temples, presumably Hindu, Bnddlnstand Jama 
monuments alike, built of brick and mortar, with tiniter-framed roofs and walls, 
existed prior to Makings introduction of the rock-cut Hindu temple into Southern 
India in the early part of the 7t h century A. D. % f ™*Y important point because, 

far ourmnidus of such building* have Won discovered belonging to the early Hindu 
period of South Indian Architecture- If such buildings did exist, then all truce of them 
has since disappeared. 

The rook-cut temples at Bezwada arc excavated in the eastern and western slope* 
of the Indrakila hill. There is only out cave-temple on the western side and this » 
situated immediately above the Powder Magazine bo longing to the Public Work* 
Department and faces the waterworks, at the foot of the hill. It is a fairly large natural 
cavern that shows signs of having been partly worked in order to convert it into u shrine, 
but apparently the work was never completed, it is of no particular aidnrologicnj 

interest. 

There are five excavation* on the eastern side of the lull, but only two of these are 
interesting and both of them are situated in the quarry compound belonging to the 
Public: Works Department. The other three shrines on thin side of the hill have been 
converted into modem places of worship and are occupied by fakirs and others and are no 
longer of any interest to the antiquarian. As one enters the quarry compound from the 
south, the first excavation met with is a small two-celled shrine facing the east- It is 
no fi nished and very much decayed. Two little shrine cells art* cut in the hack or west 
wall and each has a small porch m front. Over the shrine doorway, lie low the cornice, 
is a small hatn^tt or sacred goose frieze, so common at the Seven Pagodas. The 
cornice, too, is in the same style and decorated with tile usual gable ornament. Then; 
,u¥ traces of the figures of doorkeepers a I each cud of the porch but they are too decayed 
to lie of any interest. On the south side of the porch is a crudely carved image of 
^&a, probably a later addition. 

The second temple is known locally ns the Aldonina Madnnmi Mtmdapa and is 
situated about 3<H> yards to the north of the one just described aud higher up the slopo 
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of the bill, ft is the largest and best rock-rut temple at Bezwada [Plate V (</)]. It in 
a triple-eelled temple with a pillared hall or verandah in front and faces the east. The hall 
measures 48' 4* in length and 25)' 4' in width and has twelve octagonal pillars which 
have neither capitals nor bases [Plate VI (A)]. The temple is free from ornamental 
mouldings or sculptural figures and the three small shrine cells are empty and unfinished. 
The latter indicate that the temple was dedicated to the three gods of the Hindu Triad, 
the central cell, which is a little bigger than the other two flanking it, having probably 
contained the diva linga. The plan of the building is similar to that of the Puilnva 
tempi- ut Mamkgup&ttii in the South A root district, except that the hull of the latter is 
not bo large. The octagonal pillars are peculiar and quite unlike those usually found in 
Pallavu temples anywhere. It contains no inscription* its origin is uncertain. 
However, the plan of the temple seems to indicate that it is a Pal lava monument, a triple 
celled shrine dedicated to the Hindu Triad being one of the commonest types of plans of 
earh T Fallava temples. 

Why this temple should be locally known ns the Akkanna Madanna Morula pa I do not 
know. Akkanna and Madiinna, according to the Dutch journalist Hn vart, were ministers 
of the Qutb Skahi kings AMidla Qutb .Shahand Abdul Hassan. They were two brothers 
bom of a very poor family but rose rapidly in rank in the service of Abdulla Qutb Shah 
(Iflil—1072 A. L>.) r and appear to have maintained the same high position also under 
Abdul Hassan, the successor of Abdulla Qutb Shah. However, their good fortune did 
nut. lust very long. In 1085 A. D. Auruugazeb entered (toikomhi with kh arinv and 
plundered the house of Madonna who was accused by t he people uf high treason. Under 
order* from the Sultan Abdul Hassan the two brothers, once the bosom friends of the 
king were murdered in a most ignominious manner. They were dragged along the 
streets in the presence of the people. Madonna was beheaded and his bead was sent to 
Aurarsgazeb, wliilc that of Akkanna was trampled under the font of an elephant. Their 
death appears to have occurred about November i06475 A. 1). Abdul TLi-snn. who t hough t 
that he would now be quite safe was himself deposed and confined in Diiiilatabad Kurt 
two years later, 

(12) Mogul rii jftpumm -—This little village is about three mile* to the eusfc of Bezwada 
and surrounded by small hills on the north mid south sides. There are three si null 
excavations in the hill to the south-east, of the village. X am her one, a small unfinished 
triple-celled temple with a decayed pillared porch in front which face* the north, is 
excavated in the nort. hern face of the hill. The re is not Ling renin rlcali le u bout it a in 11 here 
i 3 not much to discribe as it contains no sculptures or ornamentation. On plan, it 
consist* of a hull measuring 20' 0" in length and 5' 0* hi width. The facade has 
a curved cornice running along the front but is not decorated with the usual gable orna¬ 
ment. There arc only two square pillars in front dividing the facade into three small 
openings of equal size, Unc of these pillars has decayed. Cut in the back wall arc 
three small shrines each T (»” square on plan with narrow doorways facing due north. 
We may presume that these shrines once contained images of the three gods of the [Hilda 
Triad. [Plate VI {c).j 

On the southern aide of the saint' hill are two more am all excavations which may be 
conveniently numbered two and three as they possess no local names. Number 2 is 
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a very small affair. consisting of i 1 porch 18' .V x IS 1 ' 8* with two square* pillars in the 
entrance anti a little square shrine cut in the luu-k wall measuring 7 4 X < * au*l 
facing the wrath [Plate VI (rfj ]. li 1 'uptains nothing of any interest. Number 3 
is a little larger than the lust and more interesting as it contain; an object of Worship 
whidi, however, does not receive any attention at the pr&Kut dtiy. The tomple consists 
of a small rock-onfe haU measuring iV 8* * Ls\ with two cubical pillars in front dividing 
fch-* fftcatle into three narrow openings. It has a heavy curved projecting cornice deco 
rated with the dormer window ornament, the latter having spade-shaped tiuials similar 
to th os' appearing in the Pallavu temple at Ddavanfir in the South A rent district. 
Above and at the back of the cornice extending the entire length of the facade art two 
Hat horizontal bands or fillets. Projecting from the lower band, which is 'rider and 
deeper than the upper, are two little square-headed projections simulating the heads 
of wooden beams supporting the Mat roof over the hull. This curious feature also 
appears in the facade* of the temples at Dalavunur and PaHavflmuri, which wore Iwtb 
executed during the reign of the grant Mahendra. The cornice. Hi*' bnriramUd bands 
above it ami the cubical pillars are all executed ill Hi- typical early Pidlava style. On 
plan tOO, the temple closely rremubtes that of the Dalavanfir temple except that the latter 
has the main entrance at tbnsicle instead nf in front. [Plat; 1 V LI (fit and 1 lnt« 1 lit 


Excavated in t he hack wall and facing south is a shrine cell six feet square on plan 
containing a sni. ll panel carved on the back wall in which is portrayed a crudely carved 
bas-relief figure of Hurra. 

On the east side of the facade and cut in the rock is a little niche about 4' long and 
2' in height containing three little decayed bas-relief figures representing the three g >ds 
of th- Hindu Trinity. On tin- west aide of I he facade is a corresponding niche which has 
bee,i ] e ft unfinished. A Few feet to the west of the latter is a figure of a warrior with 
a drawn sword roughly curved on the face of the rock and on the west side of Hie figure is 
an old Telugu inscript ion. Tlr latter Ls much wom and only pari ly legible. 1 sent a copy 
of it to Mr. Krishna Sastri, the Government Epigraph ist, and lie kindly informs me an 
follows ‘ The record is an early Tehigu p»B of ,.l „ ml I he sih or 8 Hi century and i-d-rs 
to the stabbing of some individual. In the first Hue 1 can clearly nisd the name ChSlft 
ami in l he third the words stubbed " The figure with the sword apparently is intended 
for a crude portrait of tire individual who did the slabbing. The figure does not appear 
to have any connexion with the temple and belongs to a later period. 


Temple A r o. 4 is situated about a quarter of a mile to the west of the Durgu temple 
and excavated in the northern face of another small hill that is now being used us 
a stone quarry. This temple is the largest find finest of the Mogabijapuram group 
and contains some interesting sculptural figures and onuimerit. It faces the north 
and tin plan consults of a hall or portico measuring 31 4' X 15' 3' and S* in height. 
[Plate V] 1 (h) ]. Excavated in t he back wall and facing t he north are three small shrine 
chambers, the largest being in tire centre and measuring It' square. The two smaller 
shrines Hanking the central one contain raised rock-cut pedestals with socket holes for 
the reception of detached stone images. Tire central shrine has no pedestal projecting 
from the hack w all and must have originally contained a stone linga mounted on nyoni 
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pedestal of the usual kind. The shrine (juntas are now empty and free from all 
ornament. In. tlie centre of the hall are four cubical pillars supporting the ceiling. 
The facade has two cubical pillars with corbel capitals dividing the front into three 
openings of equal size These pillars are in the typical Mahendrs style and have the roll 
ornament on the under aide of their capitals similar to those found in the Trichmopoly 
temple- The uinersidc ■ -f t be up] ter cubical portions of the two front pillars are decoruted 
writh circular medallions filled with bas-relief ornament. One contains a figure of Vishnu 
and a recumbent elephant and the other Krishna being suckled by a raitfmi. A medal¬ 
lion on another pillar inside the hall contains a small ligure of a yandharm surrounded 
by florid ornament. The latter is similar in style to one decorating a medallion on one of 
the cubical pillars in the Triebinopnly temple. The most interesting portion of the 
temple is its ornamental facade which resembles that of the Ualaviiniir temple referred to 
above. On each aide of the facade is a large niche containing a life-size figure of a door¬ 
keeper. They face the front and are portrayed with one arm resting on a huge club and 
the other on the hip. Their lofty headdresses are decorated with bulbs horns like those 
appearing in the figures of doorkeepers in the Valhun temple and certain motnimenta 
at the Seven Pagodas Above the corbel capitals of the facade is a boldly projecting 
convex cornice decorated with three large simulated dormer windows. The central 
one contains a representation of the heads of Siva and his consort Parvati, the one 
on the western side has the heads <>f Vishnu and Lukshmi and the one on the eastern side 
the head of Brahma with three faces. Above the cornice is a kind of frieze decorated 
with small figures of lions and elephants. The former are portrayed with lushing tails 
and in rhe act of attacking the elephants which have the trunks raised and extended as 
though trumpeting defiance at the lions. Carved on the face of the rock above this 
frieze is a life size bas-relief figure of Siva dancing, presumably in the form of Xataraja 
or as Kafika Tnmh iiw. The figure is very decayed and the middle portion is missing. 
It originally had four arms and one foot is portrayed standing on the prostrate body of 
a demon dwarf. The presence of this indicates that, the chief deity enshrined within 
the central shrine chamber was Siva, apparently in the form of a tings, while the two 
:dde cells contained detached stone images of Vishnu and Brahma, respectively, repre¬ 
senting the Hindu Trinity, 

In front of the facade is u little open terrace. On the east side of which is a small 
panel containing a crude bas-relief figure of Gwnesa and three empty ruck-cut niches. 
The style of the doorkeepers, the cubical pillars and the dormer window ornament 
decorating the cornice is typical (if the Mulivndm period and there can be litt le doubt 
that this temple was excavated by the Falla vus. [Plate VIII 1&J|. 

Tcmpfe -Vo. 5, — At a short distance to the north-west of this Trinmrti temple is 
another isolated hfll which is also in use aa a atone quarry. Excavated in rhe western 
fnoe of this hill is a small mined temple facing the east. The temple consist a of a pillared 
portico 21' 4* in length, 2tJ' l’ in width and S' in height. [Flute VII (<?)]. Mast of the 
pillmn, the shrine doorway and the facade are broken and in mins. < ut in the back 
wall and facing the cast is a small oblong shrine cell measuring 0 by 3'now empty and 
deserted Curved in a small panel between two slender pilasters on the north side of the 
shrine entrance is a bas-relief figure of a two-armed doorkeeper holding a drawn sword 
in the right hand and resting the other arm on a curved shield. It is a most unusual 
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torn ol doorkeeper but raambta a aimihtr figure appearing iu the rook-out tea^tert 
Sivaiuanpolom. The little- pilasters or, cither side of the panel are s “^ r . 
in'the Triclimopolv temple. The south title of the shrine entrance woe never ftnleheti an 
is much broken and derated. The hall originally hud si* cubical pillar. of .e usual 
(vpe with corresponding tide pilaster*. Creed on the hue of the piaster #t«nd.„, a 

souther!.. of the f,trade is a bas-relief on.an.ent repiccntang a vase tied ™ss- 

with ribbons with a kind of final ornament issuing from the month ot the tew ■ 

vif (dll It u a design that ftetiuently appears on Buddhist monuments andalso 
apparently on l’allava eoins [ride the illustration given on page 207, 0*M ITo^y 
„/;Wm. by Vincent Smith). The pillars of the front portion of the hall ate cary edwith 
horizontal beams supporting the roof. Along these heatas are two seulptura! faezes 
one on each sole One mpmsonts a raw of fat little dwarfs carrying a heavy garland 
ZZZl has a tow .Land geese. [Plate TO MI- ft* 

frequently in 1 lie anmmentatton of Pallava temp es at t e . oen ng t]l)J 

portion of the focode is hopelessly ruined and luueli of it is missing, a snrn ( 
cornice, however, exists at the northern end nod thia ie decorated unth a row of httla 
dwarfs iu high reUcf hut without the garland. 

(Ik) f'ndatuflt.—The gmat rock-e«t temple ol AruUdanaynun at CttdavJUiathe 
Guntur district is situated nn the south bank of the Knife* r.yer opposite to Bezwadn 
and can he tea.],cl by boat fro,,, that plane or from IWepolle, the next station to 
Bermuda on the Guntur line. The temple and a few minor excavations and crude rock 
cartings are excavated in a rocky hill idio.lt two rndea north-west of la.lepul e station 
and face in a north-easteriy direction towards the nver end the hM» f**?*,. 

\ iteaiiption of the big temple appears in I’ergunson « " '•„« T,",pto of I* iu ■ P 
ter IV. P The few inscriptions discoverwl at Undavalli throw no light"., the origin of lit 
temple. The earliest is on old Tclugu reoord of about the Oth century - . - =“P“' 

on the front surface ot the unfinished cornice of the fa™ | e ,j! 1 ie groun. ^ 

ineeinplete and records nothing ol any interest except r ie * at*. w uc i > , vj 

nee of the numunient. Another re.or.1 shows that the temple WM m goo, order and well 
ZuLimi l.v the lie,Id! chief, of Hondavldu in the Guntur rh.tr.ct, during ilu Uth 

STvtd a recortl ... South Areot district indicates that th- j-t^ 

ki„„ Kmlmardv. visited the temple and bestowed gifts upon « «• the 10th .entilty . 
These inscription, show that th,* teluph* was called Anuutashyitpidl oc Auantasyana n 1, 
in the middle ugm and contains in its «cond storey a decayed ,.o(,.-tai image u - 
tasavana (Vishnu Iving .» a serpent couch), with his attendant de.tlea (I late XII) 
In the hull adjoining the aaltctnarycontaining thegreat imageof \ tshnu are a nutJw 
figuxea carved on ti... back wall representing,levotees, which by them 
the statement.- made by the local villagers, that they ate\,a. u-tta . ' • 

t„ be later additions. Since the ima-riptions give no 

of the temple it. approximate age can be ascertained only from tts architectural style. 

The temple [Plat- XIV lull ronaists of a ground floor and three unpet .Wreys 
hewn out of the natural rock. (Plates IX to XI). ft has a (rentage o( about .hi feet u. 

__-x anil rises to a height of so feet, from the ground level. The ground Row i» a 

unfinished excavation representing a low pillared hall and laeade wnh eight .quote 
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pillar* dividing the front into seven openings! or doorways "f equal size. Tin* estivations 
have been curric. 1 inward to various depths, leaving portions of three rows of massive 
square monolithic pillars in line with those of the facade. On the outer face of the 
latter is engraved the Tehign inscription of the 9th century mentioned above. 

The first storey occupies a very mttob greater area than the ground 8«x*r. On 
plan (Plate IX) it w-entB to have been designed as a triple-celled shrine which in nil 
probability, was originally dedicated to the Hindu Trinity in spite of the fact that most 
of the sculptural figures contained within represent Vaishuavn deities and legends. On 
the north *ide is a biouII attendant shrine adjoining the wain excavation, but not appa¬ 
rently part of the original design. The central shrine is the largest and consists of a 
small rock-cut shrine chumtar about Id feet, square on plan with u pillared hull about 20 

feet square in front, the roof of which is supported by four rows of massive square mono- j 

lilhic pillars. The style nrd ornamentation of the cubical portions of these pillars, their 

bracket capitals decora ted with the roll ornament on the umleraiik, are similar to those 

found in the T ri rhino poly temple and obviously belong to t lie satun period. The cornice 

of flic facade is rierorated with a frieze of geese below and the gable-window ornament 

iif mve. The shrine chamber is empty ; but it contains a ruck-out pedestal wit h a socket 

hole for the reception of a stone image or linga. On each tide of the shrine entrance, 

carved on the buck waif of the hall ore figures in panels representing incarnations of 

Vishnu. They are of lute tnediteval date and of no artistic merit, having been probably 

added during some load revival of the Vishnu cult. The facade has four massive pillars 

dividing the front into five openings with a small flight of steps leading up to the central 

entninutt. The southern end of the facade is decorated with a crudely carved panel 

representing an elephant uprooting a tree. A narrow flight of rock-cut steps leads up 

from the interior of the central hall to the second storey but there is no communication ^ 

between the first storey and the ground lloor. The little shrine on the south of the 

central one consists of a small rock-cut cell about 10 feet square with a small four-ptlkired 

porch in front . The shrine chamber is empty uud t he panels on each side of the shrine 

doorway arc broken and decayed and contain no Sculptural figures. The facade has two 

pillars of the usual kind, and three openings and steps leading up to the front entrance. 

The small shrine on the north aide is similar to the one on the south aide in size, style uud 
on plan but it contains two carved figures of doorkeepers in panels, one on each side 
of the shrine entrance. These two figures are in the Falla vh style. The plan of the first 
storev seems to indicate that it was originally designed as a triple-celled temple similar 
to the one at Mandagnpattu [Plate III (<:)]. Both on plan and in style it appears to he 
a typical Pullavn monument ot the Malieudra period. 

On plan (Flute X}. the second storey consists of a large pillared had 2S feet in width 
p.nrt about 50 feet in length with u little empty rock-cot shrine cell about 12 feet square | 

:it the southern end and an oblong sanctuary at the northern end containing the colossal 
image of Anantas&ynna mentioned above. The central hall contains four rows of 
massive square pillars <4 the usual kind and similar to tJn^e lie long lag to the first storey. 

Their cubical portions are decorated with lotus medallions, floral designs and a few 
Yaishnnva figures. The buses of two of the pillars of the facade art decorated with little 
figures of lions. The latter are represented with one fore paw raised, erect heads and 
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. V. , > 1 K The 1 s?8 Of Home of the Oilier pilhtf-ft are iWumted with ti 

60 y “"^Jt Win. 1 « thatPlato VII (4 XK. Ho*,«"» «*■ <*»•“"* 
v*“ f ar ,„„, ri „„ „„ cuctata coins which horn'tan attril.ute.1to the 

-#*"“! SSS ./lab's,.. I. No. Hi). The l, 0 t: wall 

** m &S£- »** WM 

^ ' B,l there are «*> a number of Bare* figure* T ^y«d ***** ** ** 
deities were VeMiated m the same temple. 

The nrincipd image in the temple is the huge image of Vishnu fcfeg on the lerptt* 

V u:\ , vn This drawing was made many yram ago when the figure was 

jjhasttated u 1!- : ' * * . t*. ] Jn doubt c^gjtially covered with 

- - *“** on .MM*I.- • 

plaster and tin details ‘‘*V,Tl»*«* i Mb»BWi hnoini " ‘ Ue ®iora tempt, and it 
attacked to the big J _ ^ m P . s - tv\ny^ ^loee to the Lightlioiietj nt the same 

*3L ; r ..... r 

s T ! T , J the temple was originally d,dir:ucd to VWmu. But m M»v« 
authors to ht.be - j ulii ue of Vi-hmi: particularly in the fonn of 

monuments it i- uu< j The st via of the door ke-per, pMiela und nielli* 

^ J'^ kcm miBi4tme , ivr , t c m pl« COdtototog 

r^r,rm Sht VrimtoUi«» » «K.nBl»*l «t *• **»**""" 

I** -******* * ***** .. * ’•" , ' 1,ls - 

T1,C toca.lL. is in the M style »s tl.^t ..I the first floor and lias an aped terrace i« 
hunt a btoutitoi view o{ the river aud country beyond. -V. *» "oil era 

^ J j t “ is a flight of rook-cut star Wing np to the top storey at the 

. f^tTadfiuuMicafvediuthetomid representing a Bfea^male 

hulm^suteiatediii the usual conventional cross-legged manner of Jam and Buddhist 
humun figure se r eeurri] figure. Tin* hitter w t»w bead- 

r*> rf ,v ;. 1 ”: rt;z2? X S....* *•: 

c^iiico ,..' ril'. little Sira clirine Itoow bdongiog... the 1 

tovr Su.«#* m *««. .«»»..«*>»*** 1 »h« 

“■* ‘wo 

JSrtStft S£ m^Xuporta*^ of himself wirlun the Trichinopoly tom# 
a dike ttr-hol.. lor that hna^e still errirts, so tocrc Una reason why the k.a E or raja 
1 1 di he l iidavalU temple to be n,i'h may not have done likewise. Isl 

tr ,nwtLto»meo"rhc pillars in the sa.ncs.orcy, also th«e found on.ady 
1’ Jhv :lilts ssciii to show that t he big lions flank togthtoimage denote that it n-p resents 

i nj 1 . 0 ..^.. „i .l,. ^ and«<> f a <w. 

Tlicthirtl or ton storev is uaflnUhed. It consists of an ..pen terrace and a closed-, a 
he Jed,-, ..rated with little plasters and provided with three doorways ml™, pv,„g 
iceca to' three little nnflnithed tock-eat cell,. Had it been comp etc,I it woul.lhave 
‘T* L Iorm of a triple-eciw temple dedicated to the Hindu Triad. It contains no 
oange. and is ol no part U-nlar inteoufc In tol proluhBity. it was mrraratod 

at a later date than the lower storeys. 


* 
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AW,the f.,„t and sales of tin- .ante till ™ foui small .intvn. s lK-.l r.*k-cut t«upta 
lull . few enillclv carved rock-eculptures. The large* ol lire four temples IS „ tfflk- 
eeltd shrine anil '.lie rest are single. They are all nnOni s l,e.l bat on plan and m^J le the, 
n similar to the shrines located in the big temple anil belong to the ™l»i 1 ' 
pillars, figures of doorkeepers and cornice., where they «o». arc ra the Uri»d» rtjle 
ami appear to tolong to that pctiorl. They rontaia no inrenptions. (tea little group 
of Sail!, memorial shrine, cut in rhe fare ol the roek are interesting and are .ltu.tra.ed 
in Plate xm. Tliee are similar in style to certain rock-cat. representations of immature 
temples occurring ai Mahahnlipnra.n which wiU he referred to again later on The 
SlvaUi temple is not e single tnek-cut edifice *.Seated to \hut three detract 
temples excavated one above rhe other in the same r- k and siimlat mthlS TlgpeqttO 
the’croup of Pallava temples at Hwiravskondn in the Nellure district to » i 
lat«%I The ground floor is unfinished, the first storey 13 a tnple-cclhrf temple onpauDy 
dedicated to the Hindu Trinity, the second storey in a Siva temple mmlnr . 111 plan o 
the Triehim. 1,11,1V temple only haring a sanctuaiy » its northern end ennurinreg a large 
mage of tmintasavana and the top storey would have .icon another trip «*Ued temple 
if it bail been completed. , In plan and in style they represent three temples of the 
M abend ra period excavated one above the other m the same roek. 

,m BAoiroiatoido,—While at Bdayagiri in the Xellore district in December 
19 J , U fortunate in discovering an important and hitherto unknown group of rork- 
cut^einples excavated in a rocky hill locally known as Blmimvnkomla. t* miles north- 
Wl „, of Udnyagiri and a difficult place to reach owing to lack of roads in this part of the 
district Tile temples are situated at the upper end of a picturesque ranne down which 
, Me stream Sow. over rocks and boulder, to the plains below. At the eastern end o 
Ihc ravine, standing on a big g™ite ruck which slopes down to the stream ,a a small 
stone-built temple set up over n boulder on which is carved a crude tmnge of Bhnwuva 
m . XIV (HI It appears to bean aoeieat little structure and mo usees a place of 
bio bur it in of no particular nrclneolcgical interest, .last below it, cut .0 the 
,J\J „[ the rock nod facing the stream is a group of little roek-ent memorial 
Xi,!,., set up bv pious devotees to commemorate their visit to this holy spot. They 
sreverv small. M « feet square on plan and 3 feet in height and most of them centum 
Me Zm hewn out of the natural roek. The only one of any real interest is -touted 
at .L .tooth end of the sloping reek. This one hes two carved panels, one on each aide 
, ,, entrance to the shrine which contains a small rock-cut hilgu and anmxcnpl ion 
"eerthe little doorway. One panel contains the figure of Brahma and the other a onr- 
Irmod figure of Vishnn. I had estnmpnges taken of all the rescript,oua found at Bhrere 
S and forwarded the same tn Mr. Krishna Sretn, the llovernmen, WM. 
L .xaminatim, and report. Ha states Una the inscr.ptmn over the entrance of rile tad. 
memorial shrine is a record of the early part of the ninth century and raeor Is that the 
S was found,-,, ov a print- named Imkamn, daughter of a prmee unmerl Hsjapnren 
j . .inoohter of Hovindaporfri. He is of opinion that the suthx prorm suggests 
U!a, riie princess may linvc been a member of the Telt^n-Cbola family arUd. fiourishiri 
in the surrounding country shunt this period. 

On the other hank of thestreren, facing the little Bhaimva temple are eight rock-cut 
tempk’S and a number of little rock-ent memorial shrmrs Uke those ]ust described 


[Platfl XV fn)J. The temples ;)re wniitur in stylo to rack-cut monuments of the Pallava 
perimi. hut most uf the memorial shrines appear later ami the inscriptions show that 
many of them were excavated long after the temples wore founds. It is obvious 
irom their architectural style that sumo of the temples are much older than others. The 
earliest are similar in style to monuments belonging to the Mahefidraperiod and the later 
examples similar to those of the llauialla period and War a remarkable resemblance to 
some of the rook-cut temples at the Seven Pagodas. On purely architectural grounds, 
they appear to range in date f tom the 7th to the hitter part of the Sth century, and rank 
W wn& the earliest Hindu temples yet discovered in Southern India, The inscriptions 
range from the 7th to the I nth century and mostly refer to the memorial shrines founded 
by pilgrims and not to the temples : so they are not of much use in tracing the origin 
of the latter. Some of the older records wore so fragmentary and decayed that Mr. 
Krishna Sasfcri reports that he mu unable i*« make anything of them. In some places, 
usually on the entfare of the rack separating two temples, the space Ls honeycombed 
with these little memorial shr ines, and it is usually at such spots that the inscriptions 
txXMi—Si circumstance which makes it impossible to know which shrine or temple the 
record refers to. as they are all so close together forming one group. 

There are eight temples anil nil of them contain stone lingua showing that they were 
dedicated to Siva and most of them face the east. The lingas are of medium site, 
cylindrical in shape, polished and most of them are made of black basalt, which must 
have been brought from a distance oa there is none in the neighbourhood. The yont 
pedestals, which are hewn out of the natural rack, are square on plan and usually about 
18 inches in height. The lingu is fixed in a round hole cut in the centre of the upper 
surface of the pedestal. The shrine cells are small and plain, usually about 8 feat sijUare 
on plan and U feet in height On each side of the shrine doorway is a large panel or 
niche containing a life-size figure of a doorkeeper leaning on a huge club. All of those 
figures are two-armed indicating their early origin. The pose mid style of these large 
figures, the headdress, hu'hiding the bull's horns worn by some of them, elm curious 
arrangement of 1 he hair, extending outwards from each side o| the face in a circular mass 
resting on the shoulders, the body oruaraeuta and tin- huge dubs, are similar to those 
found in early Palfava rnonumeiits at Tridiinopoly, D.iJuv.lnfu’, Maudngnpattu and else¬ 
where. The bull's horns worn os a headdress appear to l ie a feature peculiar to Palfava 
arl. It is ft common fern, of headdress in some of the sculptures at the Seven Pagodas 
and is also met with m the figures of doorkeepers of the Palfava temples at Vslfara and 
Mogul rajupuram. At the Seven Pagodas a few years ago 1 found buried in the Hand, 
omTjust outside the western shrine of the Shore temple and the other outride the small 
Siva temple next to the Huiga temple at the Five Itathx, two life-afae stone heads of 
Si™ decorated with bull’s horns and can ed in the round. Projecting downwards from 
the neck was a stone tenon indicating that these hoods were onee, set up in shrines in 
place of the usual lingua. These horns and the strange manner of dressing the hair 
slights that some peculiar Saivn cult flourished during the Pul lava period. Another 
feature about the Bhairavakontfa temples, which is vary characteristic, of Pallava 
monuments, is the presence of bas-relief images of Brahma and Vishnu carved in panels 
<iri each side of the shrine doorway which is guarded by the big doorkeepers mentioned 
above. Unlike the doorkeepers, these two figures ure always four-armed. The image 
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which indicates their early origin. The temple 1ms no cornice or ornamental mouldings. 
Two narrow flat bands run along tlie architrave spanning the facade and two broad 
vertical bands enclose the big doorkeepers in niches. Three square socket holes cot 
in the outer edge of the floor of the terrace in front of the shrine indicate that the open 
terrace was once covered, with a that died roof supported on wooden pillars. Some of 
the temples at the Seven Pagodas also had the same arrangement when not provided 
with rock-cut pillared porches or verandahs in front of the shrine cell. Out in the base 
of the vertical rock forming the west enclosure wall of the roofless terrace is a lit tle niche 
containing a cross-legged nested figure holding an axe, which is apparently meant to 
represent Siva. Oil the other aide of the terrace are two similar little inch 's—one con¬ 
tains an image of IIrnif'sii and the other once held a small lingo. I!iBA-’ three memorial 
niches and two crude outlines of worshippers curved on the inner sides of the doorjambs 
of the shrine entrance are evidently later additions ; presumably executed by devotees 
to the temple to commemorate their visit. The temple contains no inscriptions. On 
purely architectural gruuuda, it appears to lx? an curly Pallava monument of about 
the 7th century A. D. [Plate XV[ (tf}]. 

Tcjfrjde Vo. 2 is located within a few feet east of No. 1 and stands at a slightly higher 
level above the stream which flows past, the I'rnupcf U-mples Plate XVI |/j) ]. Both on 
plan and m design it is similar to No. 1 and belongs to the same period The little rock- 
cut shrine cell is about 4| feet square on plan and contains a bln. k stone linga, a trifle 
taller and thinner than the one enshrined in No. 1. On each side of the shrine doorway 
are the usual doorkeepers leaning on big clubs guarding the entrance. They are similar 
in style to t hose belonging to No, 1 but without horns to the headdress. The facade hi 
only 8 feet in width, so t here is no room for any extra panels containing images of Braluna 
and Vishnu ns in No. I. In front is an open terrace hewn out <<f the rock measuring 
ft feet square, in the centre of which was on.ee a small stone bull facing the shrine 
entrance. On the north side of the terrace b a little niche containing a tiny cross- 
legged seated figure apparently meant for Siva and a corresponding niche cut ill the 
opposite wall nonsuit dug an image of Liancsa, ,T u:*t below the floor level of i lie 
terrace cut in the fate of the rock and facing east is a group of little memorial shrine* 
similar to those on the opposite hank of the stream already dcaenlied. lliey extend 
northwards in a row nearly up to the temple No. 1. Cut in the face of the rock at this 

spot I found four inacriptions apparently relating t.o t li*' memorial shrines and not 
to the temples. Two of these records were tu» fragmentary and decayed for 
decipherment and Mr. Krishna isastri was unable to make anything of thorn. <*f the 
other two, one gives the name of a shrine n* “ the pntS|Hf*rous Da modh area vara di rim- 
bat it is not clear which particular memorial shrine is referred to. The other record 
reads as follow*" The abode of the glorious Bran.iisvara (is the work of) Chumachari, 
of DMmkanithi *\ Thi* apparently refers {<■ the biggest- memorial shrine in the group 
as it in the only one winch is ornamented with a figure of Brahma on one side of the little 
entrant and Vishnu on the other. I also sent cstamfmgcs of these inacriplums and 
photographs of the temples to Mr. G. J Duhreuil of Pondicherry requesting him to 
favour me with his opunon concerning their age and origin, lie states as follows. 

■■ Between temples Noa. 1 and 2, we have a few letters engraved in the Pu Hava-grant ha 
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alphabet -.'i ’he ti; it 1 of Ahiheudravartnim I rctording the name Sil ft/ «« mTsvitr/rvishnu, 
t.e., the shrine of Crnlnuii, lavaru and A i&luiu but the Just syllable mi ami the foliowing 
letters hove been erased and in their place we have another iiitti:ri.ptJLui of ,. Later |ieriod 
recording that the ivtiipk* waa made by t'hiiiULirLjiri of DJilritka-inthi. The imposture is 
"very visible ami there la no doubt that this man ban defoced a very beautiful Pallavu 
inscription by appropriating to himself the merit of the work- Indeed, the name of i lie 
shrine is written in very c.uvfully traced Pul Leva characters, bur after the name of 
Aish(Tiu), the fetters of the Inscription ate rougl^ badly engraved and iu Chain kya 
styh' of idphaWt. Moreover, m-cording to the ordinal Pnlhvu inscription, the shrine 
was dedicated to I lie Ilind-i Trinity, Brahma, Siva ami Vishnu, and we know that the 
Mnndagappattu temple was dedicated to these three deities, but t'haiuuHliiri makes 
the new tert rend ns if : lie shrine Was dedicated to the dual gnd Brahmisvtjra in place 
of the lanky, v : rii n- another proof that i Ito ilrilwotiun of the a I trine l*v CMmichiti 
is a forgery. Si * the inner iptinns and the sculptures agree concerning the* fact that 
■fie temple* at Bbairavak mdu were begun by the PnJlavas in the reign of AUhendia- 
varmau I and finished in thu time of the I'bibil v.w/' It is therefore clear that the 
earlier examples at Bkairavokonda were begun about tiOl) to nlo A. D. in i he reign 
of 3J u hen dm and the work interrupted by the Chfihikvti invasion. 

Tempi? An. 3 is similar to Xo. 2 both on plan and in design and faces the east. 
The shrine cell is about 5 feet squiira on [dan, and contains a siiiafi Ihiga of the usual 
kbid. Ihe shrine doorway is guarded by two life-size doorkeepers leaning on huge 
clubs and tin' mm on the north sub* has the hunted headdress lmuitiuDixl above. In 
front is a stuall terrace ttl feet in length and is feet hi width and is without the Krone bull 
facing the entrance* Like No. 2 the facade is fully occupied bv the doorway ami the 
two big doorkeepers an each aide of ii.su there is no room few any additional panels con- 
tummg figures of Brahma and Vishnu us we find in Xo. 1 . It is strange that these .smaller 
four armed images of Brahma and Vishnu only appear in these old Siva temples when 
the fnciile hujiiieiis to lie wide enough to accommodate them. This seems to indicate 
that they really ure later additions as Suggested above, otherwise, the sculptors would 
have surely designed t lie original temple with sufficient, apace on each side of the entrance 
to accommodate these two figures. The rock-cut side walls of the roofless terrace 
contain two little niches or panels, one on each aide and fating each other. The one on 
the north side contains a little cross-legged figure of the kind already described and the 
other a figure of Cancan, both of which are probably later additions. The overhanging 
projecting rock a bo to the facade and the outer edge of the terrace floor am provided 
witli pocket holes f< *r woudau pillars and beams to support a thatched roof. The temple 
contains no inscriptions, (Plate XVTT [, 

Twplt A o,.4 faces the east and is in the same early style os Nos. I, 2 and 3 . } )n j 
inferior in workmanship anrl unfinished. The small rock-cut shrine cell tnesautus only 
ubiiu; II feet square and contains u small block stone Hnga, Paired on Lhe back wall 
of the tell, immeili.ircly behind the linga and f iling the cast is a large bus relief repre¬ 
sent ation of the Lend of Siva with three faces. It is probably a later addition. The 
doorkeo[>fTK are inferior in Workmanship but appear to ludmig to the same early period 
•is tho.se a In... rly doserilmd and the uw <#u the north side of the entrance is portrayed 



wiring the horned litM<Urrss. Tu front of the shrine is the usual little roofless terrace 
11 ]ho unfinished; it is !:; feet in length a id i leer in width. As the facade tins plenty of 
length, .in uttfliUfit lias been. nm>lr I" pr <vide additional me lies on each side of the dour- 
keeperfi. There are two niches oil the north and one on the south side, hut all are empty 
and obviously later i.Lditlons. The temple '■■nirama no 11 nr ri prions. [Plate XVI (I («)]. 

Ten*/iff \n, 5 is situated immediately above No. * ami faces the east ami is 
iv it hunt any proper approach. 11 Appears a trifle later anil is more ornamental in stylo 
than those just described, hut on plan it is similar to the <■there though provided with a 
small porch supported by two reck-nufi pillars in front. T he shrine cell measures about 
6 feet square on plan and contains a lit iga of the usual type- On each aide of the cntnuu» 
is a big doorkeeper leaning on his chib. These two figures are in. the same style as those 
already described but better executed. As there is plenty of space between the door- 
keepers and the ends of the facade, a four-armed image of Brahma appears in a panel on 
the south and one of Vishnu on t he nort h side of the shrine entrant*. The little porch is 
15 feet m length and f \ fed in width its ruck-cut roof bring supported on t w-rj pillars, square 
ill section with cushion-shaped capitals querying brackets which support the art:hit rave 
and cornice above. The cornice is decorated with the gable window ornament and 
below it is a frieze >>f little dwarfs. The simulated roof hue of the facade is decorated 
with little figures of lions and griffins in pairs, similar to those found in some of the 
rock-cut. temple* at Mogalrapipuram near Bezwndit. In front is the usual roofless 
terrace in the centre of which is a Small rock-cut bull facing the shrine entrance. The 
south wall of the terrace him a lit Lie figure of lianeau and the mirth wall one of Siva 
both itt small panels like those already described. Cut on the front surface of the cubical 
portions of both pillar* ore four short inscriptions concerning which Air. Krishna Sastri 
gives the following account:— 

(.() Sri Trlhhn ivj mdityati ,—Evidently the biiuda of a (MILibya king. 

(B) Sn Derlw/mntham dcMrlw pani kpg m.—** This is the w ork cut by the famous 

Achadu of Derlngututhom.” It La not unlikely tlmt Deriugumtham is 
identical with Dhirukamthi mentioned in the inscription relating to the 
memorial shrine below temple No. 2. 

(C) jUikcrmni { for Ikifoiicwi)- —This term often occurs in the lirnksbarama 

Lnsi-rtptiou? as the old name r?f that place. 

ID) Sri Yd m -n arendrundu .—“ The glorious king Kara.” Presumably, the name 
of a f Mink™ king. 

No dates are given and it is not quite dear from inscription {/?) whether Acharli) 
(the sculptor) of Derhiguinthaui excavated the entire temple or wus merely responsible 
for the images of Bn hma and Vishnu, which have the appearance of heing later addi- 
ti oils to the origi n al edifice. Mr. Krishna Sastri nr a tea that the name Acharlu (with 
the honorific plural termination) given to the sculptors in these records, shows clearly 
the great veneration in which they were held at the time. The term a rin used to day 
as an attribute of the art ism class is due to the defective Tamil pronunciation, of the 
Sanskrit word Acharva. It shows that the “ dignity of labour " won better appreciated 
in those early times than it ia in India to-day. [Plate XVIII (n)]. 






'1' Htpfo No. 6 facua the enst and is similar on plan to No. 5 . The shrine <*l| is 
about 5 feet square and contains a lingo r.f the usual kind, t hi each side of the entrance 
)s n large figure of a doorkeeper leaning on a club, the one on the north side wearing 
the horned headdress already referred to. The porch is I2| feet in length and feet 
in width : sc, as there is plenty «f room for additional figures, we find a four-armed Las- 
relief image of Brahma on t he south and Vishnu on the north side of the entrance. The 
figure of Brahma .is snmller t han the one of Vishnu and the base of the former is higher 
than that of the latter, giving the figures an unsvnimetrical appearance :ia though 
they were an afterthought, and introduced after the original design hud been executed 
The cornice of the facade is damaged and unfinished and is without the gahle onumiem 
but below it is a frieze of little dwarfs, T wo square pi I kts with bracket capitals decorat¬ 
ed with toDveotjona! lion* support the architrave spanning the facade, hi front is a 
Fmall open lock-cot terrace and the usual panels containing little figures of Gan feu aiui 
Irtva, respectively, and engraved ou lhe north wall of the terrace above the little figure 
of Siva is an inscription the meaning of which is unintelligible. Cut In the out or portion 
of the rock separating this temple from No. 7, is a niche apparently a memorial shrine, 
containing n little rock-cut ling a similar to those already mentioned. ] Plate XIX (ij | 

Tnu pie A a. 7 is the best finis bed and most ornamental temple in the gruirp and 
appeal a to be » century or so later than Nos, 1 to 4 and bears n striking resemblance 
to some of the rock-cut monuments at the Seven Pagodas, On plan it js similar to the 
one just ih Hxiiied and hits u small shrine cell of feet square eon raining .i tin git of the usual 
kind and u porch I a feet in length and 5 feet in width, supported m front by two rock-rut 
pilfers. On each side of the entrance is a big doorkeeper mating on a dub; these figures 
nr* life .size, well executed, and the one oil the north side is port raved wearing the horned 
headdress while the one on tlie south side wears it curious flat turban and short locks 
unlike any of the other doorkeepers here or those found in Pulhivn monuments elsewhere, 
On the south safe of the facade is An image of Brahma and on the north one of Vishnu, 
These rwo figures are similar to those already described, but in this case they appear to 
Ire part uf the original design as there is nothing about them to indicate that t hey are 
ktor Additions like some of the others mentioned above. The facade is quite ornament id 
und in a good state of preservation. The curved projecting cornice is decorated with 
lour little horseshoe-shaped gabled windows and a frieze of fat little dwarfs below it. The 
simulated roof line above the cornice is ornamented with three horizontal bauds 
extending the entire length of the facade, u feature which we find in the facades of the 
i'aJJavit temples at Dafevan&t, PaUavamm and Hogshajapmuni. Three pairs of liula 
lions and grilling in the act of attacking each other are portrayed ikmg the top of the 
cornice which is similnr in style to the one adorning temple No. 5 and fe also found 
at Mogalrfij spur am. The little window openings of the simulated gobies are each filled 
with the head of a five-liooded nagi figure with a human face portrayed [Mim ing through 
the opening. Supporting the architrave and ornamental cornice of the porch are two 
rook-cut pillars with big lion busses, square shafts, mid eusliipu-shaped capitals carrying 
brackets decorated in front with conventional lions in a squatting attitude and very 
ugly to look upon. The central portion of the shaft is decorated with u pretty beaded 
festoon design often met with in Lfelfevu memumeuts. The shaft of the pillar rests 
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on t-lie head and neck of the bi^ aq flatting lion that iorins the base of the pillar. These 
lions ate portrayed with their tails carried upwards and twisted into a spiral like the 
figure eight and are similar in style to the lion bases adorning the pillars of most of the 
monuments at the Seven Pagodas. Engraved along the front of the architrave and on 
the cubical portions of the shafts of the pillara are three short inscriptions. Two record 
merely the names of two ascetics named Srisaihimuni and Anantujydti respectively 
who visited the temple about the 10th century, the third record is as foUoWM : “ 

.. . mMtW hush™ pinup*. “ This is the work rot bv the fan,ms Achftrlu 

of Kurilvtidi No -late is given, hut the record seems to indicate that the sculptor 
chums to he the author of the entire work. 1 n the centre of the open terrace in front of 
the porch is a small stone bull facing the entrance and little figures of Cnuesu and Siva 
carved in panels on the north and south walls respectively and which arc similar to those 
already described- 1Plato XX (fj)l- 

7Yi,jpfc .Vo. 8 is situated next. t.o No. 7 and faces the cast. 1 Plate XIX (H) |. 11 is 
the last one in the group and similar in style and on plan to No. 7. 1 he shrine cell 

measures about 5 feet square and contains a lingo of the usual kind. In front is a pillared 
porch measuring 1 2 fed. in length and 3| feet in width. The shrine cut ranee is guarded 
bv life-size figures of doorkeepers of the usual kind, the one on the north ?ide being 
portrayed wearing the homed headdress mentioned above. Bas relief figures of Brah¬ 
ma and Vishnu of the type already referred to appear on cad, side of tin* entrance. 
Tim style of the comice is similar to that of No. 7, but. it is unfinished and slightly 
damaged. The little human heads portrayed peering through the gable openings have no 
naga hood as in Nos. 7 and 5. Below the cornice is the usual frieze *,f fat lit tle dwarfs. 
The two pillars are similar to those belonging to No. 7 already deae ril ,cd. In front is the 
usual little terrace with the remains of a trail in the centre luring the entrance J.aiiesa on 
the Booth and .Siva on the north side similar to those already mentioned. The temple 
has no inscriptions, but evidently belongs In the same period as No. 7. 

The examples of early Pallava monuments given above, which belong to the 
Mnhendra period, represent all the best example* in this group that are known to us. 
The later groups of Pallava monuments 1 shall deal with iu subsequent memo its. 
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